Policy Questions

Civil Rights:

As of now, the Internet is not regulated. Some people believe that it should remain unregulated with the government informing society more thoroughly of its dangers, while others believe that there should be more restrictions and filters placed on the Internet in order to prevent the discovery of inappropriate contents by children. What are your views on Internet regulation, and what actions would you take regarding its regulation if elected president?

In a recent survey, a third of the employers who participated said they had seen personal clashes in the workplace over religion. Do you think it is a smart idea to implement laws that allow business managers to be selective upon employees because of religion in order to create peace in the workplace?

Contraband: 

After such incidents as the shooting of Arizona Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords and the Virginia Tech shooting, do you plan to implement stricter gun control laws to prevent events like these in the future?

The continuing drug war in Mexico has been heavily supported by the smuggling of American guns. Do you plan to regulate the smuggling of contraband across the border? If so, what will you do to accomplish this task?

Currently in Colorado, there is a campaign to legalize the use and possession of an ounce or less of marijuana for those 21 and older, and all would allow the state to set up a regulatory system for retail marijuana sales. What is your stance on the legalization of marijuana?

Immigration:

In the last month alone 85 families have been split up due to the ICE(Immigrations and Customs Enforcement) raids in Arizona, leaving 190 children left without their parents. The children are then faced with the difficult decision of either relocating amongst other legal family members within the U.S., or having to leave the U.S. with their parents when they are American born citizens. Do you believe that the ICE teams should be able to do this? And if elected president how will you fix this problem if you believe it is a problem? 

In 2009, the U.S. federal government spent roughly $25 billion to enhance the border and to pay the border patrol officers. The border states(California, Texas, Arizona, and New Mexico) pay up to an additional $2.4 million to keep their state borders secured. This additional spending causes more unneeded debt in the border states. If elected president, will you continue to allow the border states to pay these excessive costs? And will you increase or decrease government spending to maintain our borders?

In 1996 a federal law was passed that prohibits illegal aliens from receiving in-state tuition rates at public institutions of higher education. However many states such as California and Wisconsin have passed state laws giving in-state tuition of up to $1,000 to illegal aliens under certain conditions. Do you believe that these immigrants deserve the same tuition rates as U.S. citizens? Why or why not?

Economy:

With a 1.3 trillion budget deficit in 2010, the administration is projecting that the deficit for the 2011 budget year will climb to $1.4 trillion and over the next decade, it will total $8.47 trillion. What are your plans to help reduce the deficit, cut government spending, and prevent it from reaching 8.47 trillion? 

President Obama has already talked to General Electric and Southwest Airlines about helping to create more jobs, and with an 8.7% US and 11.7% California unemployment rate, what do you propose to help decrease unemployment?

Over the past year, gas prices have increased 33.1%, and while there has been a slight increase in other energy sources such as wind, solar and hydroelectric energy, it is less than that of gas prices. What do you plan on doing to decrease our dependency on oil and make renewable energy resources more accessible to the general public? 

Education:

Recent Studies have shown that students have achieved higher in school with small class sizes between 13-17 students. What is your view on class size reduction? Is it worth investment despite our high budget deficit?

An ongoing achievement gap states that Black and Hispanic/Latino students are less likely to excel higher than White and Asian students. This gap between these students shows up in GPAs, standardized tests, course-selection, dropout rate, and college completion rates. It is now required for schools to show achievement progress by dividing the students into racial subgroups in hope of closing the gap. Do you believe the division by race is necessary? Why or why not?

College tuition has increased 120% over the last 30 years, making it harder for low income families to afford to send their kids to a good college. Although there is some financial aid available, it still does not account for the many families facing large levels of debt paying for the yearly tuition. How do you plan to tackle this issue as president?

Environment:

Deforestation has caused damage to habitats and biodiversity loss. It typically results in soil erosion and the formation of wastelands in previously rich environments. Deforestation is due to the necessity for more living space and clear land for agriculture. Do you agree that it is necessary clear out trees and wildlife for human advantages? What steps do you as president plan on taking to stop deforestation, if you believe that is necessary? 

Global warming has become one of the largest controversies in the United States. Glaciers are melting rapidly in the arctic, and polar bears are among the many species that are close to extinction due to the drastic climate change. What are some solutions to this problem of habitat loss due to climate changes? How will you as president make sure these solutions will be enforced?

Fossil fuel consumption has contributed to the increase of carbon dioxide and is therefore closely linked to the greenhouse effect. How can the United States reduce greenhouse gas emissions? What alternative methods can we use?

Abortion/Stem Cell:

In 1973, the Supreme Court case Roe v. Wade decided who is able to make the decision of whether an abortion is allowed or not based on how far along the pregnancy is. It was decided that during the first trimester the mother is able to decide, during the second trimester the doctor makes the decision, and during the third trimester the state has the decision. Do you agree with the Supreme Court’s decision as to the delegation of the person/people who get to decide depending on the amount of time that has passed from the time of conception, or do you feel a different decision should have been made? 

If a woman’s person has been violated through criminal activity, do you feel that that is a justifiable reason for an abortion, or would that still be morally wrong? What if the woman was a teenager or younger? Do you still feel that abortion is unjustifiable?

Stem cell technology and research has provided insight into ways to combat disease and organ failure. What is your position on stem cell research? If any, what potential negative impact do you believe stem cell research has?

Civil Rights:

Capital punishment is the death sentence awarded for capital offences like crimes involving planned murder, multiple murders, repeated crimes, rape and murder, etc., wherein the criminal provisions consider such persons as a gross danger to the existence of the society. Do you believe that capital punishment jeopardizes the civil rights of American citizens? Why or why not? What alternatives do you suggest to capital punishment, if you oppose it?

In the United States of America, eighteen year-olds have the rights to vote, be a juror, get married, sign contracts, be tried as an adult, and join the military. Do you believe that the drinking age should be lowered to 18? Why or why not?

Gay Rights:

According to an article, “marriage is historically regarded as the main means to foster the creation of a conducive environment in which children can be brought up.” Do you think that gay couples would be a conducive environment for children to be raised?

Since straight couples are given full marriage rights, do you believe gay couples, by the same standards, should be given full marriage rights?

Health Care:

The small percentage of the population that are considered too poor to pay for their own health care will be given health care by the government that is funded by the tax payers. What is you stance on the government taxing citizens so that others who are less fortunate can receive benefits?

With the passing of the Health Care reform, the economy will be strained because it is providing funding to the new Health Care bill. If you were elected president, how would you handle the growing debt?

Middle East:

In Libya, the United States’ role has centered on tasks such as midair refueling and airplane surveillance, while Britain and France have executed actual air strikes. Do you think the United States should become directly involved in trying to bombard Qaddafi’s forces in Libya?

The United States provides Israel with at least $8.2 million dollars each day in military aid. Do you think our support is insufficient or excessive? Do you think it is ethical for the U.S. to have such strong relations with Israel to simply strengthen our presence in the Middle East? 


Now that American Navy Seal forces have killed Osama Bin Laden, do you still view the Taliban as a major threat to our nation? Should the United States remain involved in Afghanistan in attempt to create a viable democratic state? If so, for how long? If not, what are your plans for withdrawal of troops? 

Business Regulation:

Many “Ma and Pop” business owners have complained that corporations, like Walmart or Target, are taking over the economy, making it impossible for them to rake in a steady income, and as a result, forcing them to go out of business. How are you going to provide a happy medium of “pro-corporate” and “pro-community”? 

Many Americans are worried that corporations could become so powerful that they could stifle enterprise systems and cut out choice. Treasury Secretary Henry Paulson even claims that "the economy and government are being taken over by corporations more and more each day". How do you plan to limit, if at all, large corporation's influence on our society and government?

Spark Words for Candidates

Misfit: (2) questions

Your criminal activity

Grandma: (3) questions

Your age, stubbornness, ignorance

Willy: (3) questions

Your denial, suicide, age

Gatsby: (3) questions

Your dishonesty, monetary status, disillusionment

Bernard: (2) questions

Your age, past with Biff

Wolfshiem: (2) questions

Your wealth, your past

Jim: (3) questions

Your intelligence, religion

Abigail: (2) questions

Your honesty

