AP Multiple Choice Questions:
I know you’ll never love them, but maybe I can help you like them a little!



Strategy #1:  Know what you are supposed to do.

There is only one thing the AP multiple choice questions want you to do … read VERY CLOSELY.  How do you do this?

· Read SLOWLY ( the SAT tip of skimming the passages does not work here

· Read the passage FIRST ( again the SAT tip of reading the questions and then looking for the right spots in the passage does not work here (
· And finally, read SLOWLY (oh, did I say that before?)


 

Strategy #2:  Know your enemy.

Knowing the structure of the questions will allow you to attack with more familiarity and therefore more confidence.  Let’s look at the most common structures …

Rhetorical Function
This type of question asks you to explain the purpose of a sentence, group of sentences, whole paragraph, or line/stanza of poetry in relation to the rest of the piece.  Ask yourself what the selected part of the passage or poem does.  For example, it may draw a comparison, state the thesis, give an example, or highlight an important quality.

Example:  


4.  Between lines 24 and 25 and between lines 32 and 33, there is a shift from …

Context
This type of question asks you to identify the meaning of a word used in the context of a passage.  Remember that many words have several meanings, and that there are subtle shades of meaning as well.  You must make sure the definition you choose matches the way the author intended the word to be interpreted in the specific piece.  Try replacing the word in the passage with the possible definition given.  Choose the word that does not change the meaning of the sentence.


Example:  


15.  In line 10, “known to” is best interpreted as …

16.  In line 19, “Birdlike” describes the …

Antecedent
This type of question asks which antecedent the quoted word is referring to.  It is usually not the most obvious one or the one closest to the quoted word.  One technique is to replace the word with the antecedent you think is correct and reread to see if it makes sense in context.


Example:  


19.  All of the following appear to shed tears or be filled with tears EXCEPT the …

Style
This type of question asks you to consider the choices the author has made.  When answering questions about a shift in the writer’s style, be sure that both of the descriptors fit.  In fact, for any question that combines two answers in one, check both carefully to be sure they both apply. If one does not, you can eliminate the whole pair!


Example:  


20.  The grandmother and the child in the poem are portrayed primarily through descriptions of their …

22.  Which of the following literary devices most significantly contributes to the unity of the poem?

Tone
This type of question asks you to identify the tone of the passage or a selection from the passage.  If the answer choice involves pairs of words, use the Style strategy above.  Make sure you know whether the question is asking for the author’s tone or the speaker’s tone.  They may not be the same.


Example:  


14.  The mood of the poem is best described as …


18.  The child’s attitude is best described as one of …

23.  The poet’s attitude toward the characters in the poem is best described as a combination of …


 

Strategy #3:  Know yourself.

You have a great deal of practice with standardized tests of all sorts, and this one is not so terribly different.  So first, think about what usually trips you up in other standardized tests.  Then, think about tricks you already know to help with tackling multiple choice questions.  Let’s make a list together …
� Strategy #2 is adapted from AMSCO”S AP Literature and Composition: Preparing for the Advanced Placement Examination








