Reading Response 1:
Write an essay in which you analyze the rhetorical devices Jonathan Edwards uses to persuade his audience to seek salvation.
Intro: Thesis: In Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God,  Jonathan Edwards employs figurative language and fire-and-brimstone imagery to inspire a fear of God in his audience in hopes of convincing them to accept Jesus Christ as their savior.

At least two body paragraphs

Conclusion – make sure to address his purpose

In Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God, Jonathan Edwards employs figurative language and fire-and-brimstone imagery to inspire a fear of God in his audience in hopes of convincing them to accept Jesus Christ as their savior.

Edwards uses figures of speech throughout the passage to give his audience a graphic depiction of God’s wrath and the imminent fate of sinners who remain unconverted. After explicitly stating his purpose which is “to awaken unconverted persons” in the congregation, Edwards reminds his listeners that there is nothing they can do to save themselves from hell as long as they remain “out of Christ” or unsaved. He uses an analogy to compare the natural men to a “falling rock” which is made heavier by the weight of sin. He then asserts that the trappings of a secure life such as health and righteousness are analogous to a “spider’s web”. This “web” creates a false sense of security because clearly if God were to release the rock it would fall through into hell. Therefore, by relating the rock to the sinner and the web to an unconverted man’s qualities and actions, he dispels the belief that a man can save himself from hell. At the same time he attempts to strike fear into the listener, reminding the unsaved of their precarious position and compelling them to seek the assistance from Jesus Christ in order to avoid falling. Additionally, Edwards compares God’s wrath to a storm and a flood. 
