School Instructional Space needs - Construction Information

Attached are excerpts from the Commissioner’s Rules Concerning School Facilities.  These rules are intended to guide applications for state funding assistance through the instructional facilities allotment (IFA).  Though PISD does not qualify for these funds any longer (they are for ‘property poor’ districts), the guidelines for minimum standards are useful  for planning purposes.

Throughout the standards are some assumptions on class size.  PISD (and most districts) recognize that classes must be built to accommodate flexible class size numbers.  The first number represents the ‘minimum’ expectation, and the second number represents the potential maximum (thus the rooms must be prepared to accommodate)

PreK
- 20

K-3
- 22/up to 24 for limited time (with waiver)

4-5
- 24/up to 27 or 28 for limited time (adjusted following year) – waiver not required

6-12
- 24/25 up to 28-30 (high school , in particular, will frequently have larger enrollments in some classes as courses are not mandated (rather students select) and will vary based upon need/interest

The standards assume educational intent determined by the district.  PISD proposals recognized the importance of building for long-term.  Therefore, recommendations did not include unique settings that could not adapt for future educational trends.  Some exceptional needs included in planning are:

· Primary restroom needs reflect students go to restroom as groups with teacher supervision.  Current single bank of restrooms is not sufficient for the 24 classes of 500 students (potentially more when additional 8 classrooms are added). Note:  Primary will have a 900 student capacity.
· Elementary campus will be built to include classrooms built to accommodate general classrooms, core facilities (library, offices, nurse, cafeteria, gym, small intervention classes); if it is designed as K-5, it will include science lab opportunities since 5th grade is a focus on science.  Outdoor learning opportunities will be included as well.
· Middle school needs are similar to elementary with a few additions.  Science labs are more involved to support the increased curriculum expectations (for 7th/8th); Career and Technology introductory classes require some computer and lab space options; Athletics/gym and locker room space expands.  Administration and guidance offices grow to reflect ‘bridge’ year needs.

· High school expands beyond general classrooms to provide for specialized learning for post-graduate preparation.  This includes:

· Extended access to computer-based learning (including virtual classes, internet based coursework, career pathways w/computer-based modules such as business, STEM, etc., second language acquisition, research/writing, computer-based art)

· Career Pathway workshop/laboratory settings (such as construction trades, welding, agriculture sciences, JROTC, child development/nutrition, aquatic/environmental science, health professions/nursing, and media/business)
· Expanded science lab requirements specific to regulatory guidelines for classrooms (fume hoods, chemical showers, etc.) and storage for biological/chemical materials.  Space needs for robotics/STEM and Engineering project-based learning evolve.

· Potential lecture hall spaces to accommodate larger classes or combined classes for oral performance-based curriculum (with student audience)such speech/debate, AG, JROTC

· Increased guidance center needs for career preparation, college guidance, individual graduation plan support, and state regulated documentation (8+ staff)
· Large space flow for 1000+ full-size students moving hourly throughout the complex independently with good oversight for safety and efficiency

· Expanded administrative space for grade level support for academics, social-emotional, behavioral, and oversight responsibilities (4 principal/assistant principals)
· Expanded core facilities (cafeteria, library, nurse) w/potential for multi-purpose use and updated technology resources

· Fine Arts practice, storage, and movement to include indoor-outdoor access.  Band needs marching practice area, Art needs outdoor instructional space, theatre needs flexible practice and storage(Performances will continue in evenings at the current PAC)

· Athletic practice fields and training facilities (for over 500) with evening practice options. Sports Complex and Eagle Complex will continue to be competition fields.

· Potential for external agriculture science learning lab (‘Ag Barn’) for on-site learning.

· JROTC requires marching pad, rifle range, training course, and after-hours locker rooms along with cadet leadership conference areas.

· Physical education classrooms/gym and locker rooms for boys/girls, with space for cheer and dance team practice and storage.

· Parking and circulation for student drivers, varied program schedules, and potential spectator events.  

· Secure perimeter of campus with administrative oversight

