Age of Discovery 

Primary Source Analysis
1. Examine the motives for exploration and the impact on European and native populations.

2. You will support one of two positions: 1) European exploration was beneficial to Europeans and natives. 2) European exploration was not justified and the detrimental effects outweighed any benefit.
3. Be prepared outline your strongest arguments and support your claims with specific evidence from the sources found here or your textbook reading.
Document 1

Each Indian is to be given a house of his own for his family and a farm for cultivation and cattle raising. The Indians are to be persuaded to go about dressed like "reasonable" men. The Indians are to be persuaded to abandon their ancient evil ways, and they are not to bathe as frequently as before, as we are informed that it does them much harm.

SOURCE: Royal Decree of Ferdinand and Isabella, 1501.
Document 2
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SOURCE: Theodore de Bry illustration for Brevisima Relacion de la destruycion de las Indias (A Brief Relation of the Destruction of the Indies) by Bartolome de las Casas, 1552. 

Document 3
All the wars called conquests were and are most unjust and truly tyrannical. We have taken over all the kingdoms of New Spain. Our king, with all the power God gave him, cannot justify the wars and robberies against the Indians. 

All the gold and silver, pearls and other riches, brought to Spain and traded among Spaniards in the New World--all is stolen, save perhaps a very little that came from the islands and places we have already depopulated. 

The natives in any or all the areas we have invaded in the New World have acquired the right to make just war upon us and erase us from the face of the earth, and this right will last until the Day of Judgment. 

By all reasoning, the Indians--who never harmed nor were subject to Christians--freely possess and rule their own lands, and no one can make just war upon them. 

SOURCE: Bartolomeo de Las Casas, 1530s.

Document 4

“therefore, for the sake of peace and concord, and for the preservation of the relationship and love of the said King of Portugal for the said King and Queen of Castile, Aragon, etc. it being the pleasure of their Highnesses, they . . . covenanted and agreed that a boundary or straight line be determined and drawn north and south from pole to pole, on the said ocean sea, from the Arctic to the Antarctic pole.

And all lands, both islands and mainlands, found and discovered already, or to be found and discovered hereafter, by the said King of Portugal and by his vessels on this side of the said line and bound . . . in either north or south latitude, on the eastern side of the said bound . . . shall belong to and remain in the possession of and pertain forever to, the said King of Portugal and his successors. And all other lands, both islands and mainlands, found or to be found hereafter . . . by the said King and Queen of Castile, Aragon, etc. and by their vessels, on the western side of the said bound . . . in either its north or south latitude, shall belong to . . . the said King and Queen”

SOURCE: 1493, Pope Alexander VI, Treaty of Tordesillas

Document 5
“Portugal was the first country in which the new spirit of curiosity had practical results in terms of exploration. The Portuguese had many motivations to explore. They certainly had a desire for knowledge, but they were also searching for wealth through trade. A nobler purpose was the belief that it was their duty to bring Christianity to distant lands. 

One Portuguese who stands out for his accomplishments is Magellan. Magellan achieved what Columbus first suggested: connecting Europe with Asia by sailing west. The last great unknown ocean had been crossed. The world itself stood revealed. Much remained to be mapped, but an outline was in place for future generations to fill in.” 

SOURCE: Christopher Farman, “The Ocean Adventurers,” found in Voyages of Discovery
Document 6
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SOURCE: A map of exploration routes coming from Portugal.  From Civilization in the West published by Pearson Education

Document 7
	
	Old World → New World 
	New World → Old World 

	Domestic animals
	· horses 

· cattle 

· pigs 

· sheep 

· goats 

· chickens
	· turkeys 

· llamas 

· alpacas 

· guinea pigs 

	Crops
	· rice 

· wheat 

· barley 

· oats 

· coffee 

· sugar cane 

· citrus fruits 

· bananas 

· melons 

· Kentucky bluegrass 
	· maize (corn) 

· potatoes 

· sweet potatoes 

· cassava 

· peanuts 

· tobacco 

· squash 

· peppers 

· tomatoes 

· pumpkins 

· cacao (the source of chocolate) 

· sunflowers 

· pineapples 

· avocados 

· vanilla

	Diseases
	· smallpox 

· measles 

· mumps 

· malaria 

· yellow fever 

· influenza 

· whooping cough 

· typhus 

· chicken pox 

· the common cold 
	· syphilis (possibly) 


SOURCE: FromThe Columbian Exchange at a Glance (David Walbert, LearnNC, no date)
Document 8

 “...there began in the Caribbean the Spanish attempt to  nucleate the Indians more highly and to reorganize their  settlements on the model of Iberian towns, while respecting indigenous units where possible.  Governors, priests and  encomenderos could all, for their various purposes, readily  agree on the desirability of having the Indians close together  and behaving more like Spaniards.”
SOURCE: James Lockhart, historian, Encomienda and Hacienda: The Evolution of the Great Estate in the Spanish Indies, 1969

Document 9
[image: image1.emf]
[image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6][image: image7][image: image8]
