Simone Mueller

German / German Club

Phone: (714) 986-7500 ext. 14384
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Email: smueller@pylusd.org


Dear Parents/Guardians,

I welcome you and all of my students to my German classes here at Yorba Linda High School! I am very excited about this new school year and can’t wait to share many wonderful learning experiences with the students. I am also looking forward to working with you as the “partners at home” to create truly the best environment for all students.

My name is Simone Mueller and I am a native German living permanently in the U.S. Although I really love my new home country and especially the friendly American people, I still feel very German. In my classroom, I try to make this an advantage for my students. Therefore, I not only teach the language as it is currently spoken, but I also introduce German culture in an up-to-date way. I want my students to get to know the real Germany as part of a modern Europe through the language that they are learning. Starting in German 2, there will also be an exciting opportunity for students to participate in an exchange program and travel to Germany in summer!

By the end of this year I want my students to be able to:

· Engage in conversations about various topics in German (level-appropriate)

· Write a response to various prompts in German (level-approriate)

· Be interested in and discuss current and general aspects of the German culture

To reach these goals the students are going to do (course overview):

German 2: 

· Acquisition of language through TPRS (Total Physical Response Storytelling), that includes story telling, selected reading, presentation projects (cultural projects in English)

· Emphasis on vocabulary development, understanding, speaking

German 3 / 3 Honors and German 4/AP:
· Continuing TPR Storytelling, selected chapters from “Genial”, selected authentic reading, advanced writing, and presentation projects (cultural projects sometimes in English)

· Emphasis on further vocabulary development, speaking and writing, accuracy, culture

Honors / AP:
· Advanced class work, in depth vocabulary acquisition, preparation towards AP test

The grade will be divided into four parts:

· 50%
oral or written quizzes at least once a week, chapter tests and semester exams

· 20%
cultural projects (research, presentation, discussion)

· 15%
homework, given Monday through Thursday, should not exceed 15 min/day

· 15%
oral participation (All students should be involved as much as possible!)

Please help us to get started with this exciting schedule as soon as possible. To do so, please review with your son/daughter the classroom rule that we have discussed today in school. It represents the foundation for successful work in this class.

The rule is very simple: Just do your best – always!

Students who choose not to do so will receive:

· A “yellow card” as a warning,

· A second “yellow card” which results in a writing assignment,

· Or a “red card” (detention).

· I will call you if a problem persists!

I also expect all students to bring paper and a pen/pencil to class every day. Since I do not hand out textbooks to the students, I recommend a notebook or a small binder (or a section in a bigger binder) to keep the material organized.

Thank you very much for taking the time to review my academic and behavioral expectations. If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact me. I love to be in touch! I am also looking forward to meeting you in person at our “Back To School” night.

Best regards,

Simone Mueller

Please sign and have students show me the letter!
Student: I have read the above policies.









Parent/Guardian: I have read the above policies. 
I have also reviewed the movie list below and give 
permission for my son/daughter to watch those movies 
in German class for educational purposes.








Movies (rated PG or PG-13) that I may show at least partially during the school year:
· Harry Potter (in German)

· Madacascar (in German)

· Klitschko (in German)

· Das Wunder von Bern (The Miracle of Bern)
· Amadeus (in English for cultural references)
· Good Bye Lenin (the school version, in German)

· Beyond Silence (the school version, in German)

· Die unendliche Geschichte (the Neverending Story)

· Emil und die Detektive (in German)







