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"Sonata for Harp and Bicycle" by Joan Aiken 
"The Cask of Amontillado" by Edgar Allan Poe 

Integrated Language Skills: Grammar 

Abstract and Concrete Nouns 

A noun is a word that names a person, place, or thing. Nouns name things that can be seen and 
touched as well as those that cannot be seen and touched. Concrete nouns refer to items that 
can be known by the senses-things that we can see, hear, taste, smell, or touch. Abstract 
nouns refer to ideas, qualities, states of being, and feelings-things that can be known only 
through the mind. 

CONCRETE NOUNS 

People: Sam Richman, sister, grandmother, Edgar Allan Poe, athlete, friend 

Places: City Hall, Market Street, creek, school, Mount Rushmore 

Things: raft, sidewalk, airplane, kittens, keyboard, water, lemons 

ABSTRACT NOUNS 

Ideas and actions: justice, independence, war, peace, reunion, trust 

Conditions and qualities: strength, bravery, patience, optimism 

Feelings and states of being: love, disappointment, friendship, fear 

A. DIRECTIONS: In the following sentences from "Sonata for Harp and Bicycle," underline every 
concrete noun. Circle every abstract noun. 

1. The thousand injuries of Fortunato I had borne ... but when he rentured upon insult I 
vowed revenge. 

2. Jason could see two long passages coming toward him, meeting at an acute angle where he 
stood. 

3. It must be understood that neither by word nor deed had I given Fortunato cause to doubt 
my good will." 

4. "We must remedy the matter, Berenice. We must not begrudge our new-found happiness to 
others." 
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