Much Ado About Nothing Final Examination May 2011
Timed Essay Written in Response to a Prompt
Write an essay on a separate sheet of notebook paper that responds to one of the following prompts.  You may use the text Much Ado About Nothing as you write the essay.

Remember, you are writing an essay, not a response. Make sure you use a formal writing style. 

You will need to use direct textual evidence to support your arguments. 

Before you begin, plan out the structure of your essay. What will you need to include in your introduction? How many paragraphs will you need? Will you discuss events in the separate paragraphs or will you discuss individual characters? How many parts are there to the writing prompt?

Your essay will be graded according to the attached rubric.

1. The excerpt you read discusses the characteristics of a patriarchy. Identify which same characteristics are evident in the society presented in the play Much Ado About Nothing. Then discuss how these patriarchal characteristics are evident in or affect the actions or words of specific characters in the play. 


2. When a person is objectified, that person is treated as an object. Sometimes this objectification is evident, because the person is denied autonomy. Often the person is treated as if he/she is a piece of property that can be traded or sold. At other times, the person is denied any subjectivity. (The person’s feelings are not considered: if someone is an object, then that person doesn’t have feelings).
Is there evidence in the text that indicates that a character is objectified? What is the purpose of this objectification? In other words, what does this objectification accomplish?
Some guidelines.
You will need an introduction, some body paragraphs, and a conclusion.

In your introduction you will need to 

1. present a claim, 

2. discuss that claim (which will include discussing what objectification means or what the word patriarchy means), and 

3. provide pertinent background information (details from the play which relate to your claim).

In the body paragraphs you will need to

1. begin with an opening sentence

2. provide context for the evidence

3. insert the evidence

4. restate that evidence

5. focus on a “key” word or phrase + connect the evidence to the claim (this part is very important when discussing the language that appears in a Shakespeare play—think about all the work you need to do with “rotten orange”)
