Westward Expansion Activity:

1. Learn as much as you can about your assigned portion of land:

a. Louisiana Purchase

b. Oregon Territory

*how we acquired it and why.

c. Florida



*when, where, from whom, etc…

d. Texas



*conflicts involved?  (conflicts avoided?)

e. Mexican Cession

*effects of the acquisition (as a result…)

f. Gadsden Purchase

2. Using construction paper, create a “cutout” that accurately matches the land acquisition on the map.

3. Using bullet form and as few words as possible, write the above information on the cutout which will help you teach the class the “story”.

a. Make sure the cutout has the “title” and date nice and big.  Use the other side for bullets and info.
b. If you have room and/or time, add color and/or symbols, rivers, mountains, etc.. to your cutout that might help relay certain general ideas. – example might be the “Lone Star Flag” for Texas or a covered wagon for the Oregon Territory.

4. Come forward and present your piece of the puzzle.  Remember to include important events, people, and concepts – assume the audience knows nothing about your piece.

5. When finished, tape your piece onto the map as best you can.

U.S. Expansion Presentation Rubric

______/10
Oral Report:

Knowledge of Subject matter / Explanation of how we acquired territory

(Major categories discussed; thorough) 

(~4 minutes)

Organization

(Use of note cards (not reading off poster)

Poise, Voice, eye contact, enthusiasm

______/10
Visual:

Piece is done according to directions, is visually stimulating.  Visual and information on back are complete and original.  Effort and care are evident.

