Persuasive Essay

Definition: Writing that informs the reader of a problem (i.e. “Two victims lose their lives due to society’s ignorance…”) and presents a solution to it (“If only….”), possibly convincing the reader to take action (“People should not follow others’ prejudice attitudes because…”).
Poetry Essay: Analyze who is at fault for Romeo and Juliet’s deaths. 


Writing: Draft Your Persuasive Essay

	INTRODUCTION

Hook: How will you introduce the problem in the play to your audience?



	Make sure to mention the title of the play (underline play’s title), the author, and the main characters you will be discussing along with some background on each:



	“Thesis”: A proposition stated for consideration that will be discussed (in body paragraphs) and proved (through evidence: quotes) to be considered as CORRECT by readers:

i.e. While several characters share the blame for the deaths of the star-crossed lovers, the guiltiest of all is ________. (Topic: Blaming someone + Attitude: Chosen character)


	Restate your thesis?                                                   CONCLUSION


	How do the deaths of Romeo and Juliet affect society today? What should we learn from their story? 


	Once again, convince your audience why it’s whoever’s fault for the deaths of Romeo and Juliet.  END STRONG!



BODY: DO OUTLINE IN NOTEBOOK
	BODY A: Who is at fault and why(blue)


	BODY B: Who is not at fault and why (blue)
	BODY C: What can we (as readers) learn from this tragic play? From the guilty and the innocent? (blue)

	1st quote to prove the guilty: (red)
	1st quote to prove the innocent: (red)
	1st quote from prologue: (red)



	2nd quote to prove the guilty: (red)
	2nd quote to prove the innocent: (red)
	2nd quote from play: (red)



	Elaboration: (green)


	Elaboration: (green)


	Elaboration: (green)




INTRODUCTION:


Hook your reader: Quote, Fact/Global Statement: Shock Audience


Acknowledge topic/conflict


Provide background information


Thesis statement: state/explain your position/reasons








Body A: Who should be blamed for the lovers’ tragic end: the parents, the lovers, only one lover, Friar Laurence? In the essay you are to choose who is at fault and use evidence (quotes) to support your answer. The evidence you use should highlight the chosen character(s) downfall. 





Body B: After you choose a guilty side (character), do not forget to mention the innocent side, because your reader will try to play devil’s advocate and you want to address the counterclaim in order to support your opinion even more so. 





Body C: What should the audience learn from the play and its characters? How can they learn from the guilty and the innocent? 








CONCLUSION (Powerfully close your argument)


Restate your thesis.


Summarize your evidence/examples.


Elaborate on your position.


Call to action.


People/one must be convinced that ____.


It is essential to recognize that ___.


It cannot be denied that ____.


It is important to remember that ____.


Finally, ____.


Above all, ____ must ____.


It is absolutely necessary that ____.





	














