Say-Mean-Matter 

Text Analyzed: “Eating Together” 

	Theme: 
                Love manifests itself in many different forms.  

	Say 

· Word-for-word, letter-for-letter, mark-for-mark accuracy
	Mean 

· On-the-surface and under-the-surface meaning. 
· Identify any figurative language and explain meaning.
	Matter

· Connect evidence to topic sentence. 
· Break down text and explain how text supports topic sentence.. 


	1. “My father watches, listens for/ the music of the comb/ against hair” (10-12). 

2. “For half a hundred years she has done this./ My father likes to see it like this. He says it is kempt” (18-20). 
3. “But I know it is because of the way my mother’s hair falls / when he pulls the pins out/ Easily like the curtains/ when they untie them in the evening” 
(21-26).

	1. The speaker’s father watches his wife comb her hair. The speaker uses a metaphor to compare the sound of music to the sound of his mother brushing her hair. 
2. The speaker describes how his mother has done her hair in the same way for a very long time, and he states how his father prefers her hair like this. He uses the hyperbole “half a hundred years” to represent how long she has kept this hairstyle. 

3. The speaker explains to the reader why his father likes his mother to keep her hair pinned-up. 
	1. This matters because the father likes listening to the mother brush her hair. This quote is saying he loves her because he likes seeing her brush her hair. 

2. Here, this quote shows that no matter how long his mom has had the hairstyle, the dad has always liked it and is always going to like it. 


3. This shows how the father desires the mother’s hair because he thinks it is beautiful the way it falls down like curtains in the morning. 


Revised “Matter” 





1. For the speaker’s parents, love is not communicated through ways people would typically manifest “love.” There are no kisses or hugs exchanged between the couple to symbolize their love. Rather, the husband’s attentiveness to his wife demonstrates his love for her, which the speaker highlights when he claims his father “watches” and “listens” to his mother. 























2. 





Revised “Matter” 





3. 

















