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Dialectical Journal

Mark Twain’s Huckleberry Finn
	Objective: SWBAT explain how Mark Twain’s use of satire and symbolism reveal his political/ social/ philosophical beliefs through the use of a Dialectical Journal. 


	Bank #1: Topics for discussing theme:

· Religion

· Freedom

· Superstition

· Education

· Nature
	Bank #2: Literary devices that reveal theme:

Symbolism

· Objects, settings, characters, actions

Satire

· Hyperbole

· Ridiculous or humorous situations (coincidence)

· Irony / Parody


	Quote (page number)
When he is receiving religious instruction,  Huck thinks to himself, “I was in a sweat to find out all about him; but by-and-by she let it out that Moses had been dead a considerable long time; so then I didn’t care no more about him; because I don’t take no stock in dead people” (2).
	Quote 1: Explanation (Student response)
Huck misunderstands the Widow’s teaching of biblical morals, and instead focuses on the person rather than the message. Through this humorous example, Twain satirizes religion by revealing its irrelevance because it’s based on outdated ideas. 


	Quote (page number)

After Huck kills a spider, he performs ritualistic steps, explaining “you do that when you’ve lost a horse-shoe that you’ve found, instead of nailing it up over the door, but I hadn’t ever heard anybody say it was any way to keep off bad luck when you’d killed a spider” (4).
	Quote 2: Student response

Twain uses a ridiculous situation to satirize his belief that there is no logic in superstition. According to Twain, superstition follows arbitrary rules similar to society and religion. 


	Quote (page number)

After spending a number of months in the Widow Douglas’ house, Huck feels that “Living in a house, and sleeping in a bed, pulled on me pretty tight mostly, but before the cold weather, I used to slide out and sleep in the woods sometimes, and so that was a rest to me” (15).
	Quote 3: Student response

As a result of feeling confined in society (symbolized by the Widow’s house), Huck Finn seeks refuge in nature, which symbolizes his return to his true self. Nature is a place where Huck no longer needs to conform to societal norms.

	Quote (page number)

While playing Tom’s game of robbers at the Sunday school picnic, Huck tells Tom that there aren’t any diamonds to which Tom says, “If [you] warn’t so ignorant, but had read a book called ‘Don Quixote,’ [you] would know without asking.” After much deliberation, Huck concludes logically that “It had all the marks of a Sunday school” (13-14). 
	Quote 4: Student response
Throughout the beginning of the book, Tom continually criticizes Huck for his lack of formal education. Through this humorous situation, Twain satirizes the arrogance of those who blindly follow what’s in books. Ironically, Tom symbolizes those who ignorantly follow the teachings of formal education whereas Huck symbolizes those who logically base decisions on observation and experience. In short, street smarts are just as valuable as book smarts.

	Quote (page number)

Huck has to listen to Pap berate the government for allowing an African American to be “a p’fessor in a college.” Pap further complains that, “They said he could vote…Thinks I, what is the country a-coming to? It was ‘lection day, and I was just about to go and vote, myself, if I warn’t too drunk to get there” (27).
(Note: quote does not have to come from dialogue; it can also be an action, event, setting, description, or any other narrative.)
	Quote 5: Student response

Twain is satirizing the barbaric institution of slavery which bases a person’s worth and freedom on the color of a person’s skin as opposed to basing worth on intellectual knowledge and contributions to society. It’s ironic that Pap, who doesn’t contribute anything positive to society and in fact leeches from others, can vote, yet, Pap feels that an educated man’s freedom to vote should be based on the color of his skin. It’s ironic that Pap feels superior simply because he is white. 
(Note: the topic of freedom is not limited to slavery)


Scaffolded Use of a Dialectical Journal

	Sentence Frames (optional)

	Paragraph 1: “Direct quote”

After/When   ___(name)​​​___ does/action verb    ____(situation)____, he/she     does/explains/says/thinks/feels “_________________________________
_________________________________.”
	Paragraph 1: Student response
In this example, Twain    uses/employs _(symbolism/irony/satire) to     convey/show/explain/state/demonstrate __(message)__________________________
_____________________________________.

	Paragraph 2: “Action”

“__________________________________

__________________________________”

is an important point/event that (character)  makes/does/performs after/while/during ___(event)_____.


	Paragraph 2: Student response

Twain uses Name/Setting/Action to symbolize _______ which conveys his belief that

_____________________________________

_____________________________________.



	Paragraphs 3 & 4: “Dialogue”

While __(name)​​__ talks to/speaks with _(character)__ about_______, he/she explains/says   that/how 
“_________________________________

_________________________________.”
	Paragraphs 3 & 4: Student response

This further    shows/proves/reinforces/supports Twain’s     message/idea/belief        that ___________________________________

___________________________________.



	Paragraph 5: “Direct quote”

When (character) states that “__________
__________________________________

_____,” he/she is proving/ showing__________________.
	Paragraph 5: Student response

Through the use of satire/ irony/ symbolism, Twain makes it clear that__________________

______________________________________

___________________________________.

	Paragraphs 6 & 7: “Direct quote”

​_(Character’s)_ views about ______ is clearly conveyed when    he/she says/state/claims “___________________
_________________________________

_________________________________.”
	Paragraphs 6 & 7: Student response

When ____ says/does this, he/she is 

__________________________. Twain’s use of parody/irony/ridiculous situation/hyperbole satirizes his    view/idea/belief   that _______
 ____________________________________.
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