VERBS

Verbs are the wonderful words that give life to language.

The most commaon verh, b for example, allows us to tell who or
what exists in the world, and also when, where, how, and why it
exists. In addition, just by changing the form of the verb, we can
tell about what existed in the past and what will exist in the future,
plus what we wish existed or what we would do if something
existed. The verb be is used in a different manner [rom all other
English verbs—it has different forms and different patLerns,

All other verbs follow 4 secand set of patterms, which enable us 1o
tell facts about people—where and how they live, what they have,
how they look and feel, what they like, what they think, and what
they do; they also enable us to tell how things work and what hap-
pens in the world, And again, with a change in form, we can put all
this information in rthe past or the future, or we can make wishes
and conjectures,

Verbs also enable us to ask and answer questions, give commarils
and suggestions, accept or refuse, and relate and communicate.

Yes, there are a loy of irregular forms that have to be memaorized,
but they are worth the effort. Verbs are about life. Live well with
verbs)
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The Verb Be

The most common verh is be, 1tis used w identify or describe a per-
son or thing, or o well its origin, state, or location.

The Present Tense of Be

I am tall. We are at home:
You are my [riend. You (all) are great helpers.
He is sick. They are fram South America,

She is a smart girl,
It is a mistake,

"o N

Full in each blank with the apfnopriate form of be in the present tense,

L Bil — here.

2. Janetand MaryJane ___ pood friends,
30 Emily _ onvacation.

4 Beuyandl _ teachers.

b You _— apood student.

6. 1 nottired.
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Ansuer each of tie fallowing guestions b mmﬁ-ﬂﬂf SERERCe WAL e verd e,

1. What is your name? B

i 2, Where are you from? ___ ) =

' 3. Who are your best [riends? : ~

| 4. Where are vour best friends now?

5. What is in your hand?

6. What coloris it?

Asking Questions with ﬂ_l'_'.'

Questions with the verb heare formed by reversing the subject and the verb:

| am Aml...? We are Arewe .. .7
You are Areyou...? They are Are they.,.?
He is Ishe...?

She is Isshe...¥?

. Itis Isit...?

Change the follmving statements to questions,
g e o tf

I. Heis here now, _ =

2. You are happy. _

3. Lam sitting down, =

4. He is asking directions,

3. They are building a new house. : =

6. She is tarning left,

7. He is taking photographs, . — : e

8, Sheis riding a bicvele, = s




Making Be Negalive

The Yerh fte

Sentences with b¢are made negative by placing not after the conjugated form:

I am nat tired, We are not working.
You are not smiling. You all are not running.
He is not sitting in the park. They are not sitting in the park.
She is not at home,

It is not ecarning interest.

MNegatives are usually contracted:

I'm not Wi aren’t

You aren't You (all) aren’t

He isn't They aren’t

She isn’t

It isn’t
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Meake cach of the sentences in Exercise 12-3 negative,
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ﬁu Pasd Tl:;lﬁl_': of Be

I was in the city. We were very happy.
You were shy. You (all) were at school.
He was sick. They were broken.

She was ot tired.
It was good.
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. Change the answers in Exercise 12-1 to the past tense.

6.

Answer each question in a complete sentence using the past tense of be.

. Where were you yesterday at 4:00?

2. Who was with you?

. 3. Were you indoors or outdoors?

4. How was the weather?

5. Were there other people there? =




