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TEACHING THE MULTIPARAGRAPH ESSAY
ESSAY SCORING GUIDE

Excellent

(]

Excellent concrete detail; correct and
skillful use of transitions and lead-ins

0 Insightful commentary

o Finds connections

o Organization is clear and logical

o Very few, if any, mechanical errors

o Powerful vocabulary

0 Excellent sentence variety

O Repeats little or not at all

Good

0 Good concrete detail; correct use of
transitions and lead-ins.

o Good commentary but less so than an
X

Q Organization is clear but not as
skillfully done as the "A" papers

0 Some mechanical errors may be
present, more than the "A" papers

0 Good vocabulary

0o Above-average sentence variety

O Repeats little or not at all

Adequate

o Follows format (ratio; word counts;
sentence layout, if required)

O Acceptable CD; generic CD

o Obvious, superficial, irrelevant, or
generic commentary (GC)

o Organization is present but less
skillfully done than the "B" papers

o Some mechanical errors present ,
more than a B paper

o Average vocabulary or odd word
choice

o Limited sentence variety

Repeats are a problem

Demonstrates
Problems

a
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Too many mechanical errors (run-ons,
fragments, spelling, contractions,
apostrophes)

Did not copy correctly from the story
or the board

Uses past tense instead of literary
present tense (LP)

Does not follow the format (ratio;
word counts; sentence layout)

CD problems: weak CD (WCD); factual
errors; problems with MLA citation
format; problems with TLCD;

no lead-in; weak lead-in.

CM problems: weak CM (WCM); not
commentary (NCM); mainly plot
summary or restatement of CD; CM
doesn’t fit the CD, generic CM.
Chunk doesn’t fit TS (not coherent).
Filler

Organization is unclear.

Simple vocabulary and word choice
(WC), odd word choice; slang (SL);
wrong word (WW); odd phrasing
Little sentence variety

Repeats are a bigger problem than
with the "C" paper

Uses no-no words, including

you, your, yours, would, should,
could, may, might; I, me, myin a
literature paper

Fails to meet
standards




