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Writing Prompts
1) Your principal wants to award your class by taking students on a field trip. Think about what place you would choose for the students in your class to visit. 

Write a letter to your principal explaining why the place you have chosen is the best place to visit. Give convincing reasons that support your opinion and address the concerns of those who would argue against your position. Explain your reasons with specific detail.  

2) A trash problem has developed on your campus. Students are throwing trash on the ground, leaving empty cans and bottles outside on benches, and dropping napkins and other trash on the cafeteria floor rather than carrying them to the garbage cans. Your principal has asked students to take more care, but the problem continues. 

Write a persuasive essay explaining the problem and developing realistic solutions to getting rid of campus trash. Be sure to include specific examples and address reader’s concerns and counterarguments.

3) Homework is a controversial topic in the field of education. Supporters of homework believe that it is absolutely necessary for students to practice their learning beyond the school day. Opponents of homework believe that homework is a waste of time and students should spend their free time pursuing other interests.

Write an essay stating your opinion about homework. Make a convincing argument, presenting your opinion clearly and supporting them with facts, examples, and relevant personal experience. In your essay, you should anticipate and respond to the arguments of people who would disagree with your opinion.

4) Technological advances change the way we live. Consider how our world has changed as a result of the automobile, the telephone, the television, or the computer. 

Write an essay in which you explain how one particular technological invention has changed the world and how we live. Remember to include specific examples that clearly illustrate your thinking. 

5) Music plays an important role in every culture and in the lives of most individuals. Consider the role music plays in your life.

Write an essay explaining the role music plays in your life and why it is important to you. Remember to include specific examples that make your reasons clear to the reader.

6) The world depends on good leadership. Effective leadership is important at all levels of society: at schools, in communities, in business and government.

Write an essay in which you define leadership and explain what it takes to be a great leader. Remember to use specific details and examples.

7) When we think of learning, we usually think of school, but school is just one of many places where learning takes place. We also learn at home and at play, with family, friends, neighbors, and even strangers.

Describe an event, outside of school, during which you learned something new. Remember to describe the situation and events using specific details.

8) Each of us has faced a challenging situation. In the course of our daily lives, we are challenged at school, at work, with friends, and at home.

Think about a time when you were confronted with challenging circumstances. Describe the experience, including how you dealt with the challenge and what the outcome was. Be sure to narrate an event or series of events and to include specific details.

9) Learning to stand up for yourself takes practice. Defending your beliefs or choosing not to follow the crowd doesn’t come easily.

Choose a time when you acted courageously. Think about the details of the event and write a story that describes what happened. Your narrative should show your readers why you chose to make a stand or act courageously. Provide the reader with specifics details about the event, including how you felt.

