The Enlightenment
Chapter 6 Sections 2, 3
“Siecle de Lumiere”

“The Century of Light”

  The Age of Reason

Exploring Political Ideas 

· During the 1600s, as England struggled with the political tensions of a civil war, two English philosophers, Thomas Hobbes and John Locke, grappled with their ideas of natural laws and government 

Hobbes Explores Government 
· Thomas Hobbes used the idea of natural law to argue that absolute monarchy was the best form of government; without an absolute government, Hobbes believed, chaos would occur.

· Hobbes believed that people should form a social contract, an agreement to give up their freedom and live obediently under a ruler who would protect them. He wrote ________________. 

Locke (Natural Rights)
· Most philosophes passionately believed in Locke’s political philosophy and  

      Newton’s scientific theories; they believed in both freedom of speech and the        

       individual’s right to liberty


--Essay Concerning Human Understanding (1690)


-- “Tabula Rasa”

· Like Hobbes, Locke held that government was based on a social contract and that it was necessary to establish order. Unlike Hobbes, he believed that people have natural rights, including the right to life, liberty, and property.

· Ironically, many of the ideas that American colonists later used to justify their independence – including ________ ____________ in the Declaration of Independence – came from ______________ and other British thinkers.

The Philosophes
· 18th century French intellectuals

· Celebrated the scientific revolution

· The “Mystique of Newton”

· Science applied to society
The Role of the Salon
· In a Parisian salon, writers, artists, and educated people of the growing middle class mingled with men and women of the nobility to discuss the philosophies of the day and to engage in contests of wit.
Diderot’s Encyclopedia
· The Encyclopedie, first published in 1751, covered in 28 volumes everything then known about the sciences, technology, and history. The Encyclopedie, edited by Denis Diderot, criticized the Church and government and praised religious tolerance.

· The Catholic Church banned the Encyclopedie. For their writings, Diderot and several others went to prison, but the Encyclopedie was widely read, and its ideas spread through Europe.
Famous Enlightenment Thinkers

· ________________________ (1748)

· Despotism could be avoided if political power were divided and shared by a diversity of classes

· Charles Louis de Secondat, the Baron de Montequieu promoted the idea of separating governmental powers in three branches; the legislative, the executive, and the judicial.

· Montesquieu strongly believed in the rights of individuals and influenced the writing of the constitutions of many countries, including the United States.

Voltaire
· Perhaps the most celebrated of the philosophes was Francois-Marie Arouet, known as Voltaire, who wrote poetry, plays, essays, and books in a satirical style.

· After twice serving time in prison as a youth, Voltaire opted to be exiled form France rather than to serve more time; in England, Voltaire felt unfettered in his creativity. During the three years he spent in England, Voltaire wrote books promoting Bacon’s philosophy and Newton’s science.
Jean-Jacques Rousseau 
· A French philosophe who was passionate about individual freedom.  Rousseau disagreed with other Enlightenment thinkers on many matters.  He believed that civilization and material goods corrupt people’s natural goodness. He believed in direct democracy.

· Wrote ____________________. People freely make a contact amongst themselves to form a society with a government.  His views of freedom were more extreme than Locke’s.  An inspiration to the leaders of the French Revolution.  “Man is born free and everywhere he is in chains,” he wrote.
Cesare Beccaria
· Focused on laws were in existence to preserve order rather than avenge crimes

· He criticized the justice system for torture, cruel and unusual punishment, and lack of due process; speedy trials.  

· He spoke against capital punishment.  Justice of Principle-laws should serve the greatest good for the largest population.
Mary Wollstonecraft
· Enlightenment ideas about equality and freedom spread throughout Europe, but they were not applied to women.

·  In a Vindication of the Rights of Women, Mary Wollstonecraft favored equal education for women and men so that both sexes could contribute equally to society.
Enlightened Despotism
· Enlightened despots were European monarchs who sought to govern by Enlightenment principles while maintaining their royal powers.

· Prussia’s Frederick II, the most famous of the enlightened despots, ruled as and absolute monarch but instituted many reforms.

· Catherine II of Russia made reforms in law and government but was inclined to praise Enlightenment values more that practice them.

· The most far-reaching- measures occurred in Austria, where Empress Maria Theresa and her son Joseph II took radical humanitarian steps.

Classical Movements 

· In contrast to the baroque style’s elegant, swirling forms, Enlightenment artists sought a return to a calm, rational style; ______________
· In writing, imitation of a classical model often resulted in and ornate and affected style that was focused more on form than on content.

· Musical composers also stressed classical elements such as balance, contrast, and refined expression of emotion; for the first time, people began going to concerts for the pleasure of listening to the music itself.

· New instrument, such as the piano and the violin, allowed a greater range of sounds and frequencies; Bach, Handel, Haydn, and Mozart were among the musicians of this era

