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The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain

Study Guide, Chapters 15 - 16

Chapters 15 and 16
1. What are Huck and Jim’s plans when they reach Ohio?

2. Several passages so far have described the Mississippi River as serene, majestic, beautiful, and free.  Here, however, Twain spends three pages showing us how the river is:

3. What trick did Huck play on Jim in Chapter 15?

4. Clearly, Huck and Jim have a friendship now.  What does Huck DO next that he would never have done a few chapters back when Huck saw Jim as only a black slave and possession of Miss Watson’s?

5. As they get closer to Cairo, Jim relays his future plans which include:

6. Huck freezes with fear at Jim’s plans.  What does his conscience (formed by society) tell him to do?

7. Not knowing Huck’s decision, what does Jim yell out to Huck as Huck leaves in the canoe to report Jim to the authorities?  (Put the exact quote here.)

8. How does Huck react to Jim’s call?  When he has the chance to turn in Jim he doesn’t.  Why?  What does he say?  (Summarize the quote here.)

9. It never occurs to Huck that he’s made the right decision only now – that society might be wrong and Huck’s heart might be right.  Why doesn’t he realize this?

10. What happened to Jim’s plans to leave the raft (and Huck) at Cairo?  What happens to Jim and Huck on the raft to separate them?

