Unit 3: The Legislative Branch
CIVICS

Unit Standards:
12.4 Students analyze the unique roles and responsibilities of the three branches of government as established by the U.S. Constitution. 
1. Discuss Article I of the Constitution as it relates to the legislative branch, including eligibility for office and lengths of terms of representatives and senators; election to office; the roles of the House and Senate in impeachment proceedings; the role of the vice president; the enumerated legislative powers; and the process by which a bill becomes a law. 

2. Identify their current representatives in the legislative branch of the national government. 

Essential Questions: 
1. What are the specific roles and responsibilities of the Legislative Branch of the national government?

2. Who are the current representatives of the in the legislative branch of the national government.

Textbook Reading:
Chapter 10; Congress

Chapter 11 Powers of Congress 

Chapter 12 Congress in Action 
Essential Vocabulary Terms: 
1. Committee system:  a person or group of persons elected or appointed to perform some service or function, as to investigate, report on, or act upon a particular matter. 
2. Legislative Power: The power to make a law and to frame public policies.
3. Veto: To reject the Bill. 
4. Reapportionment/redistricting: To redistribute seats in a legislative body.
5. Impeach: To bring formal charges against a public official 
6. Gerrymandering: The drawing of electoral district lines to the advantage of a party or group.
7. Constituency: The people and interests that an elected official represents.
8. Continuous body: Governing unit the United States Senate whose seats are never all up for election at the same time.
9. Partisan: Lawmaker who owes his/her allegiance to his/her political party and votes according to the party line.
10. Filibuster: Various tactics (usually long speeches) aimed at defeating a bill in a legislative body by preventing a final vote; associated with the U.S Senate.
