Writing prompts: 
(Do/What? Chart)
1.      Family stories play an important role in helping us understand our past.  Think about a person in your family and a story you’ve heard about them.  Try to focus on a turning point in that person’s life.

Write a narrative in which you describe the turning point in your family member’s life.  Be descriptive.  Choose a specific moment in time and describe it in detail for the reader.  Be sure to explain why it was important for your family member and how it changed that person’s life.

2. Life can be difficult- full of many challenges. 

Think about a time when you faced a challenge. Write a story about that time, including how you dealt with the challenge and what its outcome was. Be sure to narrate an event or a series of events and to include specific details so that the reader can follow your story. 

3. Life can be quite difficult as people battle their problems.  We often see people in the media (movies, T.V., etc.) overcome realistic or surreal obstacles.
Write a narrative about a person or character who overcomes an obstacle or a difficult situation. The character must be a person from history or from literature, movies, or television. 

4. From birth, we are all learning things.  However, we learn from others through their beliefs and actions. We eventually pass on our knowledge as well (to siblings, etc.). 

Write a story about a time when you taught something to someone. What you taught could be a song, an activity, a game, a way of figuring out a homework problem, or something else. Be sure to narrate an event or a series of events and to include specific details so that the reader can follow your story. 

5. Some people have to learn the hard way.  Lessons can be simply a parent telling a child directly what is ethical or lessons can be learned more indirectly, from actually experiencing something that changes you.  

Think about an event in your life that taught you an important lesson. Write a narrative in which you tell what happened and how you learned a lesson. Be sure to include specific details so that a reader can follow your story. 

6. Sometimes people say things but they mean so much more. Words are simple but in literature authors often use animals or nature as symbols to give their text a richer meaning that words cannot convey alone. 

Think about a symbol within Hemmingway’s “The Old Man and the Sea”.  Write a paragraph on how that symbol gives the text a deeper meaning. Be sure to use textual evidence (quotes) to support your answer. 

