
Early Medieval Art: an accumulation of ideas (a review)

1. What are icons? Why are they significant? 
       What is iconoclasm?



2. What are relics? 



3. How are icons and relics different?



4. Would a person tend to find icons in one part of the world and relics in another part of the world?





5. What is syncretism?
Which work of art provides an excellent example of syncretism?
6. How is typological exegesis? 
What is your favorite example of typological exegesis?
How do you as the reader of images know that what you are looking at is typological exegesis and not just narrative (events in a story)?

7. List three terrific examples where a secular ruler uses an image to authorize his power.



8. Why does Jesus look like a young, Roman man in early depictions? In the Good Shepherd mosaic in the lunette over the west entrance, Mausoleum of Galla Placidia in Ravenna or in Hinton St. Mary Mosaic (central panel of a Roman mosaic) found at Hinton St Mary in Dorset, England? 






9. Who are the four evangelists? What are their individual symbols?







10. What do ambulatories have to do with relics?





11. Why does St. Benedict matter so much?




12. What does it mean to be “cloistered?” How does this idea of “being cloistered” relate to the Franciscans and to the Cistercians?





13. Why does it matter (to us as art historians) that the Cluniac monasteries became so incredibly wealthy?




14. Why does it matter (to us as art historians) that the Cistercians emphasized an austere (simple, plain, unadorned) spiritual life? 


15. For what relic did St. Louis the Pious, the King of France, build Saint Chapelle?


16. What relic did Otto I have?


17. Illuminated Books-- three main types:



18. What is the difference between vellum and parchment?


19. Where does ivory come from?



20. Charlemagne (Charles the Great) created what dynasty (768-877)?



21. Otto I (the Great) anchored what Period (919-1002)?




22. Why is Joseph often shown asleep or isolated in the corner of a scene?



23. What “triggers” the incarnation (being embodied in flesh) of Christ?
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