Much Ado About Nothing by William Shakespeare

Act II, scenes i-iii

Don Pedro and Beatrice:

She seems to tell him the truth—even when it is painful.

Don Pedro:


“Come, lady, come; you have lost the heart of Signior Benedick.”

Beatrice:


“Indeed, my lord, he lent it me awhile; and I gave him use for it,--a double heart for his single one: marry, once before he won it of me with false dice, therefore your grace may well say I have lost it” (II.i).


Don Pedro:


“Will you have me, lady?”
Beatrice:


“No. my lord, unless I might have another for working-days; your grace is too costly to wear every day. But, I beseech your grace, pardon me; I was born to speak all mirth and no matter” (II.i).

1. What does Don Pedro mean when he asks, “Will you have me?”
2. Beatrice says “no,” because Don Pedro is “too costly to wear every day.” What does Beatrice mean?
Hint: Would she have to change her behavior if she was going to be a prince’s wife? Explain.
Don Pedro: 

“Your silence most offends me, and to be merry best becomes you; for, out of question, you were born in a merry hour.” 
Beatrice:


“No, sure, my lord, my mother cried; but then there was a star danced, and under that was I born” (II.i).

1. Don Pedro tells Beatrice playfully that since she is so merry—so happy and playful with her speech—that she must have been born “in a merry hour.” But Beatrice says that she wasn’t.
Beatrice says that her mother did what? 

2. What does this response suggest?

3. What other evidence do you have? 
Hint: What does it mean that a “star danced?”
4. Why is this information so important in helping us understand Beatrice and her feelings about men?

Leonato:
“Well, niece, I hope to see you one day fitted with a husband.”
Beatrice:


“Not till God make them of some other metal than earth. Would it not grieve a woman to be over-mastered with a piece of valiant dust! to make an account of her life to a clod of wayward marl?” (II.i).

1. According to the story in the bible, how did God make Adam?
2. What does it mean to be “over-mastered?”

3. What is a clod?

4. What is a marl?



5. So Beatrice does not want to marry, because she doesn’t want to be bossed around by….?

Claudio is very impulsive.

“...--the prince woos for himself.

Friendship is constant in all other things

Save in the office and affairs of love:

Therefore, all hearts in love use their own tongues: 

Let every eye negotiate for itself,

And trust no agent” (II.i).

1. What does Claudio believe? that his friend the prince is….?
2. Claudio claims that “Friendship is constant in all other things/ Save in the office and affairs of love.” What does Claudio mean?

Benedick gets played. 
“I do much wonder that one man, seeing how much another man is a fool when he dedicates his behaviours to love, will, after he hath laughed at such shallow follies in others, become the argument of his own scorn by falling in love. And such a man is Claudio” (II, ii).

1. Benedick is mocking Claudio. Because Claudio used to……

2. And now Claudio is…..
“Hero thinks surely she will die; for she says she will die if he loves her not; and she will die ere she makes her love known: and she will die if he woo her, rather than she will ‘bate on breath of her accustomed crossness” (II, iii).

1. Who is speaking?

2. Hero thinks that who will die?
3. Because….

she will die if he loves her not
translate!


she will die ere she makes her love known
translate!

she will die if he woo her

translate!
 “I may chance to have some odd quirks and remnants of wit broken on me because I have rallied so long against marriage; but doth not the appetite alter? A man loves the meat in his youth that he cannot endure in his age” (II, iii).
1. Benedick is worried that he will be mocked by his friends because…..

2. Benedick tries to explain this sudden change by arguing that….
Reflection:
What does Beatrice mean when she says that Benedick only “lent” her his heart for “awhile?”�When did this happen?��


Beatrice also says that she gave Benedick “a double heart for his single one.” What does this statement imply?








Beatrice also says that Benedick won her heart with “false dice.” What does this metaphor (“flase dice”) suggest?




















PAGE  
3
Act II, scenes i-iii


