September 23, 2011
Dear Parents/Guardians and Students,
We are continuing work in Science on the Benchmarks SC.7.1.1, SC.7.1.2, SC.7.1.3, and SC.7.2.1. These Benchmarks focus on scientific inquiry and investigation. The final assessment on these Benchmarks will be a long term project (due in the last week of 1st semester). For this final assessment, the student will select and solve his or her own Science question by doing a Science Project. The final Science Project will be a major part of the student’s grade for the 2nd Quarter. Throughout 1st and 2nd Quarter, students will be given time in class and assigned work at home to complete some of the various components of the Science Project.

Your child will pick his or her own Science Project scientific question thus will be better engaged in the topic and hopefully motivated to complete the graded Project.

Scientific inquiry is a sequential step-by-step systematic process which will lead to a final conclusion about (answer to) a scientific question. The Project will begin with a scientific question to which your child wants to find an answer. Then he or she will carry out background research through references – library books and/or the Internet. This background research will help the student to formulate a hypothesis. After writing a report to summarize this research, the student will collect data by performing the experiment, draw conclusions, and communicate the results (all the completed components of the Science Project) to the teacher and his/her peers. Such a Science Project, through its challenge to ask questions and discover, is a real world experience, similar to what scientists do in their careers.
Within class time there will be opportunities for your child to get the support needed to succeed on this Project. Your child will carry out each step of the Project by periodically doing class work and homework assignments. If needed, I can supply any appropriate, and available, science equipment for use at school. Arrangements should be made with me to use the equipment and carry out the experiment portion of the Project at school. We will review the assignments at key check points along the way so that the parent/guardian will not be required to facilitate completion of the Project at the last minute. Also included is a handout (Parent’s Guide to Science Projects) on how parents are able to help without getting over-involved.
Please look over this Parent/Guardian and Student letter and Parent’s Guide to Science Projects and the students accompanying papers: Science Project Proposal Form, Possible Science Sample Topics, and Science Project: DRAFT of PROJECT – Purpose and Question. The student has gone over these documents in class. The first document must be signed and returned and the second completed by the student and turned in. The student will periodically be assigned a Science Project: DRAFT of PROJECT worksheet for each step of the scientific inquiry process.

Thank you,  
Phaedra G. Link





7th Grade Science Teacher





<Phaedra_Link@notes.k12.hi.us>
                       
