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Hemet High School

THE BULLDOG
From the Dog House to Your House, Happy Holidays.

As each and every 
snowflake is unique, 

so too are the 
students, faculty and 
Staff of Hemet High!  

Have a Safe and 
Happy Holiday.

“Ho Ho Ho, Merry Christmas!”
Why Do We Put Christmas Trees in Our Homes?
Hemet Christmas Parade!
Holiday Movies
Game Awards 2014
What Are You Doing For Winter Break?
Winter Sports
New Year’s Eve 
Winter Athletic Schedules
Christmas Jingles
Winter Fashion

December: A Month of Multicultural Holiday 
Celebrations. Whether you celebrate 

Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, Three Kings Day, 
or nothing at all,  please have a safe, restful, and 

wonderful ending of and start of a new year!
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Journalism Staff
2014- 2015

Views expressed in this issue are those 
of the students writers and are not the 
expressed or implied views of Hemet 

High School, it’s Staff, Administration 
or the District.

In your classroom, on the web, reporting on our school!
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Hemet HS 
Journalism Staff:  Nicole Vorisek, 

Madison Loomis, Harper Pham, Shayla 
Evans, Ruth Gonzalez (not pictured) 

Why Do We Put Christmas Trees in Our Homes?
By Nicole Vorisek

Have you ever wondered why we put an evergreen 
tree in our homes at Christmas? In some countries- 

it was believed that the evergreen would keep away witches, 
evil spirits, and illnesses. Although Germany started the 
Christmas tree tradition, America joined the tradition in the 
19th century in Pennsylvania when Germans started to settle 
in the East coast. 

“In the Northern hemisphere, the shortest day and 
longest night of the year falls on December 21 or 

December 22 and is called the winter solstice. Many ancient 
people believed that the sun was a god and that winter came 
every year because the sun god had become sick and weak. 
They celebrated the solstice because it meant that at last 
the sun god would begin to get well. Evergreen boughs 
reminded them of 
all the green plants 
that would grow 
again when the 
sun god was strong 
and summer would 
return.” [citation, 
History.com] 

Du r i n g 
the Civil War, Christmas intensified. The need to 

celebrate peace, goodwill, and love greatly increased when 
soldiers had to leave their families to fight in the war. 

Happy Holidays!!
By Staff

Few months present the multicultural “teachable 
moments” that December does! The following 

multicultural events and celebrations are among those that 
will happen this year:

Ramadan (Muslim)
Eid al-Fitr (Muslim)

Saint Nicholas Day (Christian)
Eid’ul-Adha (Muslim)

Fiesta of Our Lady of Guadalupe (Mexican)
St. Lucia Day (Swedish)

Hanukkah (Jewish)
Christmas Day (Christian)

Three Kings Day/Epiphany (Christian)
Boxing Day (Australian, Canadian, English, Irish)

Kwanzaa (African American)
Omisoka (Japanese)

Holiday or no holiday, as students, although we 
will enjoy the season like everyone else, we are 

probably more excited about having time off from school, 
ending a semesters and starting a new semester as we begin 
the new year.  For seniors, this is a special time as we 
begin to apply for colleges and get acceptance or rejection 
notifications, which will happen, and/or move on our path 
of life, preparing us for life after high school.

So from all of us to all of you, happy holiday, 
whichever you celebrate, or don’t.  Please be 

safe and we will see you all next year. (http://www.
educationworld.com/)

As many of us celebrate Christmas in the United 
States and elsewhere, we also recognize other 

cultures and their religious affiliation.  Although some say 
there are major religious beliefs’ based on the size of the 
following, to the individual, there is no minor religion, 
all religions are equal, no matter the number of followers.  
Even non-believers would have their view and perspectives 
to follow.

The graphic below shows some of the many religious 
symbols used by their respective religious beliefs.

Religion Around Us
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By Shayla Evans

Waking up to a blue 
sunny sky on 

Saturday, December 6th, 
2014, was a relief for those 
who would march in the 
Christmas Parade.  With the 
heavy rain that poured over the course of the week, Saturday 
was questionable in weather. Hemet High had many entries 
including the band, the cheer and dance team, ROTC, and this 
year the theatre entered a float.  

Autumn Wallace 
has marched in 

the Christmas parade 
for six years now. She 
started playing the 
clarinet back in middle 
school at Acacia and 

has been marching 
ever since. This year 
the band played a song 
called the “Spirit of 
Christmas”. 

The dance team is 
made up of about 

twenty girls and one 
boy. The team captains 
are Allison Garcia, and 
Destinee Portley. Lexy 

Griffin, a senior on the team, has marched in the parade for two 
years now and was very happy to be apart of it again. The team 
danced to the melody of the band. 

ROTC’s entire fleet marched down the street as well. This 
included the different teams of cadets, and squadrons. 

Theatre entered their float, “Alice in a Winter Wonderland”. 
The entire troupe worked hard on building, learning the 

chirography, and on making the banners. Gretchen Miller was 
Alice, Tyler Sands 
was the Mad Hatter, 
Sarah White was the 
Red Queen, and Sam 
Bourlett was the White 
Rabbit. There were also 
snowflake dancers, and 
marching cards. 

“Ho Ho Ho, Merry Christmas!”
By Madison Loomis

Growing up as a kid, one particular man came into 
perspective every winter. He’s the big ol’, white 

bearded, red coat-wearing man that would come through our 
chimney and leave presents for all on December 24. He and 
his helpers prepare all year for this night because on Christmas 
Eve, Santa’s coming to town! 

Riding in on his reindeer-pulling sleigh he delivers 
presents to the entire well 

behaved, believing kids. Other than the 
dark (being our worst fear) the naughty 
list was just as equally bad while 
growing up. Coal in our stockings was 
the last thing we wanted to see after 
waiting all year for this special morning. We’d leave cookies, 
milk, carrots, notes, etc. for Santa. Staying up all night trying 
to hear the sneaky Saint Nicholas sliding down our chimneys. 
Unintentionally falling asleep, we’d wake up early Christmas 
morning eagerly waiting to get the “ok” to go crazy. 

The stockings were and are always the start to our 
magical morning. Then one by one we’d begin 

unwrapping our wish lists hoping to get what we asked for. It 
was Santa’s make or break moment for some us. 

Ecstatic with what we got, hopefully, we’d 
immediately create memories. Whether it was 

with family or friends, all day you would present your gifts as 
if they were a god and play with them like a new best friend. 

Christmas day, just like any other day, sadly comes 
to an end and the magical day will soon come 

around again next year. Now, remember just because Santa is 
back in the North Pole doesn’t mean he doesn’t know your 
behavior, so be good for goodness sakes.  
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By Nicole Vorisek

 This year’s annual Game Award’s show had a three-
hour stream broadcasted on Twitch that showed many 
upcoming game trailers and more. If you missed it, we’ve 

got you covered. 

Working Hard, or Hardly Working? 
By Madison Loomis

The end of the semester is approaching and you may 
feel yourself slipping into the “I don’t want to do any 

work” blues. Your two-week break is almost here and you 
are being given more work/tests now, than you have all 
year. Hopefully you’re sticking to your guns and finishing 
off the semester just as well as you started. It’s good to be 
asking yourself if you “working hard, or hardly working?” 

Yes, you may have seen the Internet memes involving 
this quote, but it truly is a good question. Have you 

tried your hardest in every class leading up to our last couple 
weeks? It’s easy to give up when it gets hard, but keep your 

eyes on the prize 
and know the 
reward in the end 
will be worth 
it. If you’re 
just realizing 
that you’ve 
messed up, fix 
your mistake 
the best you 
can and change 
your attitude 
next semester. If 

you’re doing well, keep on going! You get one last test for 
that semester grade so prepare yourself the best you can. 
Ask for extra credit, anything to boost your grades. The 

higher, the better!

Push through the end of the semester and make it count! 
Get it done and enjoy your break feeling proud you 

did the best you could. Happy Holidays and a Happy New 
Year Dogs, see you in 2015! 

Presents and Gifts!  Giving and Receiving.
By: Madison Loomis

December: A Month of Multicultural Holiday 
Celebrations.   Do you celebrate Christmas, 

Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, or Three Kings Day? Maybe they 
celebrate St. Lucia Day or Ramadan. Chances are  you may 
observe more than one of these holidays, or none at all.

Throughout this time of year, many struggle to 
figure out the perfect gift for someone? You may 

have a spending cap or maybe not, but either way you need 
some help. A huge asset to this holiday season is giving and 
receiving, so here 
are some ideas to 
help you through 
the holiday.

Clothes are 
a l w a y s 

great for anyone. 
Don’t leave out 
grandma and 
grandpa, they like to stay trendy as well! Jewelry is classy, 
simple, and doesn’t have to be too expensive of a present for 
your female friend or family member.  For younger siblings, 
friends, or family, you can never go wrong with Legos for a 
boy. Or something as simple as toy cars, trucks, motorcycles, 
etc. They are cheap and last a lifetime! Chocolate boxes are 
sweet, tasty, and enjoyable for everyone. The box can even 
be pre-wrapped to save you time. Gift cards are great and are 
available at your nearest grocery store. Perfume/cologne, 
lotions, soaps; people love to smell fresh and festive! Go get 
some holiday or even just year around amazingly smelling 
products. You can make someone a holiday ornament! It’s 
original, cheap, and thoughtful, being that you made it.

Those are some quick, easy, and reasonably priced 
gift ideas for your holidays this year. There are tons 

of other ideas out there that can be even better of a gift to 
whomever you are giving it to. Stay creative,  ask others around 
you, and remember, asking the person nonchalantly can give 
you a specific idea. Have a wonderful holiday, good luck!     

Need an Elective?

As first semester comes to a close, many students 
find they want to change their schedule somehow, 

either because they’re not happy with their elective or they 
want a new start at trying something else. What if you took 
a chance and tried a class you never thought you would 
EVER take? 

Here’s a suggestion..Try journalism! Writing for 
the school newspaper is a chance to express your 

ideas and stories to share with the students, teachers, and 
administration! If you have an open 1st period, it’s definitely 
something to think about.

Tacoma Zelda: WiiU                
Dying Light King’s Quest
Metal Gear Online Godzilla
Bloodborne Before
Hazelight ADRIFT
No Man’s Sky Human Elemen
Until Dawn Dragon Age: Inquisition 
The Order: 1886 won game of the year 
The Witcher 3: Wild Hunt (GOTY)
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By Shayla Evans

The holidays are here! And that means… NO 
SCHOOL! For two whole weeks you’ll have the 

opportunity to be free! For some of us, this means quality 
time with our friends and family. How many of us will leave 
California this winter break? Or even the United States? 

Alena Dinh and her family are traveling to 
Switzerland for the break! It’s a place she’s never 

been, (surprisingly) but has 
always wanted to visit, so it 
is an excellent item to cross 
off her bucket list she says. 
They plan to stay for about 
a week, and will ski, which 
shouldn’t be too hard since 
she has gotten her practice 
from Mammoth. 

Many students also 
go out with their 

families to the desert to 
ride quads, dirt bikes, and 
Jeeps. The weather is nice 
and cool, and is a great escape from Hemet.  A popular 
tradition is to take your Christmas tree out there and burn 

it. Jeremiah Baker 
usually goes out to 
Johnston or Yucca 
Valley to ride his 
dirt bike and burn 
his Christmas 
tree. This year he 
might visit Texas 
where his sister’s 
fiancé’s family 

lives, to hang out at their lake house.  Madison Loomis and 
her family are heading down to Losleg River, (near Lake 
Havasu) which is an annual tradition. They like to ride in 
their Jeeps near the water. 

If you find yourself bored over break, then there is 
something wrong. 

You can always make 
plans to hang out with your 
friends, or go see a movie, or 
try and visit a place you’ve 
never been. Idyllwild is our 
nearest source of snow and 
it’s so much fun to find a hill 
and go sledding! 

Above all else, Be 
Safe Out There Bulldogs!!!

Christmas Movies
By Harper Pham

I think we are all excited for the big Christmas day, I 
mean who wouldn’t want to see all the colorful lights 

on people’s houses and the glowing Christmas trees that 
bright up our living rooms, along with the presents that lie 
under it?  What I’m most excited about for this holiday, are 
the Christmas movies. What’s a better way to get into that 
holiday spirit by watching the old fashion Christmas movies, 
or the newer ones? I am most excited to see Elf with Will 
Ferrell. That movie is so funny I could watch it over and 
over again. And another movie I could never get enough 
of, is Christmas with the Kranks. The way they struggle to 
celebrate Christmas is hilarious, that movie always makes 
me laugh when 
the wife fights 
another lady 
over a ham 
in the store is 

priceless. 

I’m pretty 
s u r e 

we all have 
seen that 
H a l l o w e e n 
mixed with  
C h r i s t m a s 
movie with 
Jack Skeleton 
trying to be 
Santa Claus with the help with his friends and ghost dog Zero. 
And how could we forget that cold hearted green Grinch that 
just wants to destroy Christmas no matter what? The  Home 
Alone movies are a great movie to watch for the season 
along with the Santa Clause movies.  I’m sure everyone  

has seen the 
cutest Disney 
movie Frozen.  
That would be 
a great movie 
to watch for this 
season. And if 
you don’t feel 
like watching 
the old fashion 
movies, then the 
movies  theaters 

will be playing or  are playing is Big Hero 6, The Hobbit, 
Into the Woods and others.  Make your winter break fun! 
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By Harper Pham

With December being here and holidays coming just 
around the corner, what better way to end the year 

of 2014 with a fun New Year’s Eve? This new years came 
by so fast it seems like not too long ago we just celebrated 
2014 of New Year’s Eve! With most people on New Year’s 
Eve they set resolutions for themselves for this upcoming 
New Year’s Eve, starting fresh, making changes. On the 
day of New Year’s Eve people from all around the United 
States celebrate with family to get together,  or go out with 
their friends, so many 
people stay up all night 
to watch that big glowing 
ball drop. In New York 
City they like to take this 
holiday to its max, and  
people fly in to NYC to 
see the ball drop. Singers 
perform in time square, 
games are played, and parades march on the streets of the 
city that never sleeps. 

New Year’s Eve is a special holiday, it’s a time to 
be reminded that we made it through another year, 

New Year’s Eve 
is celebrated all 
around the world 
with different 
traditions.  China 
celebrates in the 
month of February 
and their tradition 
is known for their 
dumplings that 

are supposed to symbolize hope. Spanish speakers of 
Europe celebrate the day of New Years by eating grapes 
til midnight. And with our tradition... once the ball drops, 
couples have their New Year’s Eve kiss. This holiday will 
always  be remembered  like last year and the year before 
that. So whatever year it is, make the best out of it.

Winter Sports
By Shayla Evans

The winter season for sports has finally kicked off! 
After various tryouts and meetings, the varsity teams 

have been assembled and practice has officially started. 
Games are also underway, and the schedules are online 
if you’re interested in getting out there supporting your 
friends and fellow Bulldogs. 

After tryouts, Jada Mullins, a junior, was very 
excited to have made girl’s varsity basketball team. 

She plays guard and sometimes post. She recently just 
moved back to Hemet after being in Japan for 3 years, so 
she’s never had the chance to play for Hemet High. She 
says, “I’m excited for the season to start and to build our 
chemistry, because I know we lost a lot of seniors last year 
and we practically remade the entire team!” On the boy’s 
side, senior Chad Norton has been on varsity basketball for 
3 years. This season he hopes his team will make it to CIF, 
just like in his sophomore and junior year. 

Already, the girl’s water polo team has had to play 
in the pouring rain a few times this season. In 

practice, the team is working on their inner lanes defense. 
Bethany Prizant has said that if they started to be stronger 
in communicating, and coming back on counterattacks in 
defense, they will be able to improve as a team. Their goal 
is to win league undefeated, and take down Beaumont, 
their biggest rival. 

The varsity boy’s wrestling team has big goals this 
season. Tristan Sutton, a senior, has been involved 

with wrestling for eleven 
years! He has been on 
varsity every year at 
Hemet High. A personal 
goal of his is reaching first 
in the state. 

For four years, Krista 
Haddock has played 

on the varsity girl’s soccer 
team here at Hemet High. This season she is excited to play 
with the group of girls on the team because they all connect 

really well. As a goal, 
she mentioned winning 
CIF, and getting farther 
into finals than in her 
previous years. 

Chad Schelly of 
the boys team 

is another returning 
player who has also played for four years. He has most 
enjoyed last year’s program because the team was able to 
really turn things around. Their goal this year is to get past 
the second round of CIF.
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Winter Sports Schedules.  As always, get out and support your Dogs!!!



Yearbook Are On Sale In ASB Office Only 
til January 16, 2015

The yearbook staff has been working diligently throughout 
the year to capture the history of the students here at Hemet 

High School. The staff will attend virtually every event the school 
has had to offer, from sporting events to dances to plays, and every-
thing in between. We want to ensure everything that has happened 
this year will be remembered. If you have not already purchased 
your copy of this years’ yearbook, you should get to the ASB Of-
fice and reserve your copy today before the prices go up further.

Yearbook sales stop in January and won’t be available again 
for sale until the Fun-In-The-Moon event in May. The num-

ber sold now determines how many books are ordered for the year. 
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By Madison Loomis

From growing up listening to all the holiday songs 
we all know when hearing them to decorating 

the house and hopping in 
the car and driving to look at 
holiday lights. When this time 
of year comes around, that’s 
all that is played on the radio. 
Whether you enjoy it or not, 
you have to have one that you 
prefer among the others.“Jingle 
Bells”, “Silent Night”, 
“White Christmas, “Winter 
Wonderland”, “Have Yourself 
a Merry Little Christmas”, 
“Chipmunks Christmas Song”, and many, many more are 
all popular holiday songs. It’s even kind a fun to hear when 
famous celebrities make a cover of an old song that has 

been around for a while. 
It always seems to put a 
new twist on a song that 
we’ve all heard forever. 

Each song tells 
a beautiful 

story about the purpose, 
history, traditions, and 
excitement towards 
Christmas. It is great 
to get in that Christmas 
spirit, whenever you can 

put some on.  While getting ready to go somewhere, or 
just hanging around the house, put on some festive holiday 
music and get in the holiday spirit! 

Winter Fashion
By Harper Pham

Ohhh no the cold is here... HIDE! Wow, winter 
is here! Not too long ago, summer was with 

us with the sun beaming on us, and we were diving into 
pools. Well, that’s all over 
now, winter is now at our 
door steps.  No more tank 
tops, or bikinis, time for 
boots and jackets. Winter 
may be beautiful and all, but 
it’s just too dang freezing. 
Girls, if you have cute, brand 
new jackets, sweaters, boots 
etc. now is the time to get 
them out and wear them.  
WINTER FASHION! This 
season is the best to get cozy 
with your scarfs and beanies. 
Since it is winter, that means 
rain and wind, which means bad hair days. No more having 
to get up early to just curl your hair.  It’s time to make up 
on all the loss of sleep by just pinning your hair into messy 
buns and covering it with your favorite beanie. 

Along with those 
cute boots that 

just been sitting there in 
your closet, pull those 
suckers out and show them 
off! The best way to stay 
warm is with pants, when 
it’s really cold outside, it is 
also just easy to put legging 
underneath,  that way you 
stay warm all day. In my 
opinion, Hollister has the 
best and cutest jackets and 
sweatershirts for winter. 
Forever 21 has those cozy 
soft sweaters and Ross 
has the latest jeans and 

jeggings.  Just when we will start getting used to winter, 
the hot sun is going to be back around the corner again. 
Then we’ll go back to those shorts and bikinis, but for right 
now, it’s sweater weather time. 

This winter we should make it the best of the year 
this season take all of your clothes that are just 

hiding in your closet. Or go to the mall on a mission to find 
the warmest, cutest clothes for winter. And since Christmas 
is coming, that means more clothes to add on to that pile of 
yours. Fashion is never small, fashion is BIG! Show others 
around you your fashion life!


