AP/IB United States History

Mr. Ludlam

Book Review Project

The student’s task is twofold: 

1. Write a book review (see below) on any literary work or works (novels, fiction or non-fiction) mentioned in your textbook related to U.S. History. It must not be something you have already read. First come - first served. Mr. Ludlam must approve all works. No more than 4 students can read the same literary work, and the review must be written individually. 

2. Presentation -- Given to the class. If done as a group then all are expected to contribute to the presentation equally. The presentation must include a visual aid of some kind. The purpose of the presentation is to convey to the audience an understanding of how the literary work relates to the history studied in class. The student(s) will decide on how best to achieve this.






1 person - 3-4 min.

2 people - 4-5 min.
(penalty for being over/under time)




3 people - 6-7 min.

4 people - 7-8 min

Total  Points for the Project (points to be determined) - 25% of overall grade for the semester: 


Book Review (75%) Presentation (25%) of total points for the project

Any instances of plagiarism on any part of the assignment will result in a 0 grade for the entire assignment.

You will be given time in class after the AP US History exam (several days each week) to complete this. 

Book Report vs. Book Review - It is important to know the difference between a book report and a book review. http://grammar.yourdictionary.com/style-and-usage/guide-to-writing-a-book-review.html

· A book report is a summary and its structure is simpler than a book review. It gives information about the author and his background to help the reader understand a bit about the author’s perspective. It also gives a brief summary of the story and may include details about the plot, characters, and setting. It is an objective re-telling of the story. 
· A book review, on the other hand, is an in-depth analysis of the text; an examination of its contents. Its purpose is not to rehash the story, but to evaluate the value of it and recommend the book to the reader, or not. A book review gives the opinions of the writer and includes his personal views. A review will include an analysis of the author’s intent, thematic elements, and symbolism.  
DO NOT WRITE A BOOK REPORT

For the purpose of this assignment, the book review should focus on how the literary work chosen relates to the history of either the time period the work was written and/or the time period the work is about. For example, The Crucible refers to both the Salem Witch Trials and the Red Scare in the 1950’s. Of Mice and Men  refers to migrant farmers and the Great Depression. A well-written review will include information from both the work and United States History for support. The textbook will be a sufficient historical source. Use quotes from the book and historical facts to educate the reader. Questions and ideas to think about and address:

· How does the literary work inform the reader of the main issues, problems, events, and/or people of the time period? When was it written - during the time addressed or afterwards? Does this matter?

· How does the work reflect the time period? Is it an accurate portrayal? How so?

· What is the author’s purpose? Is he or she successful? Is it worth reading and learning about? Why?

· What do you think of the book as an historical document?

Requirements

· Literary work must be of sufficient length to merit an in-depth study.

· Mr. Ludlam must approve of the chosen literary work

· All work turned in for a grade must be typed

· Cover page includes student created title, title of literary work and author, historical time period(s), student name, name of class and period, name of teacher (correctly spelled), word count

· Book review must be between 800-1000 words, double-spaced with 12-font -Times New Roman. It must properly cited and properly formatted

· Any instances of plagiarism on any part of the assignment will result in a 0 grade for the entire assignment.
· Any work (Book Review or Presentation) that does not meet the quality expected of AP/IB level work in this class (sub-standard, shoddy, poorly done, an F) will result in the student forfeiting the chance of having their grade in the course being changed as a result of a passing score on the AP US History exam.


Dates - 

4/13 - 
Choice of literary work - Author and Title, names of others if reading same work


5/22 - 
Outline of book review - author’s purpose, historical time period, at least 3 quotes or selections 


from the literary work and corresponding historical information (5% of grade)
 



5/29 -
Book Review due at beginning of class - no late work will be accepted


5/30 -   Presentations begin and continue on 5/31. 6/1 (drawing for order on 5/29)  

Sample Presentation Score Sheet

Student Scoring: Group Member(s) and Grades Given by the Group for the Presentation - BE HONEST


Next to your name, decide on the grade you would give to each member of your group. If all did the same amount of work 
than you should all get the same grade. If someone did more or less work than the others than he/she should receive a 
higher or lower grade. Then mark the grade you deserve for each part of the presentation and the overall grade you believe 
you will earn. The Group Grade should match the highest grades given to a member(s) of the group. 


Yes, there will be a penalty for over scoring or underscoring by a full letter grade or more.


Names:









Overall Grade:

Title of Literary Work and Author: 












How well was the literary work portrayed and developed as it related to United States History throughout the presentation? Will the audience understand it? How well are all the elements listed below addressed?



Information and Required Elements: Literary Work, Facts, Events, People, Historical Relevance 



(clarity, accuracy, quality) 






A
A-
B+
B
B-
C+
C
C-

F



Overall look and style of the Presentation: Visuals. Preparedness, Voice, Enthusiasm, Level of Interest



 (originality, organization, creativity)


A
A-
B+
B
B-
C+
C
C-

F




Bonus: 0- 20 pts. (Only mark if truly unique, 10 % penalty otherwise) Should the project qualify for a bonus? Explain.  

             

Grade for the presentation

