THE GREAT GATSBY
CH 8 ANALYSIS

Nick feels as though he should warn Gatsby to go away for awhile since he knows car can be traced

Gatsby feels he needs to stay so he can protect Daisy

Gatsby uses this time to relive his past by telling Nick about himself (D. Cody & Camp Taylor)

Like many other officers, Gatsby visited Daisy in L-ville

“Gatsby took Daisy one still October night”

because “he had no real right to touch her hand”


He was not expecting to fall for her

He was surprised to find that he loved her



She became his grail (unattainable dream)




allusion to the Holy Grail




cup of Christ and Arthurian legend
(like Galahad, the pure, sinless knight in Arthurian legend, Gatsby was pure, untainted by wealth, and wedded to the vision of this damsel on high.  He forsakes all to pursue the grail.  He pays any price to win this most valuable person.) 

Ironically, Daisy is unworthy as a quest.

He wanted to marry her because of what transpired between them on that Oct. night

Daisy wanted to wait for him, but she was losing confidence in their relationship and began dating again


meets and marries Tom

when Gatsby does return for her, she’s on her honeymoon

AUTUMN


servant wants to drain the pool

Gatsby wants to go for a swim, since he has not used pool all summer


inverted symbol here 

“What’ll we do with ourselves this afternoon,” cried Daisy, “and the day after that, and the next thirty years?”

“Don’t be morbid,” Jordan said. “Life starts all over again when it gets crisp in the fall.” (125).
Meanwhile, Daisy and Tom have packed their bags and unknowingly left and George has been able to trace the car

George enters yard, shoots Gatsby while he’s in the pool (inverted water symbol- water means life) and then turns the gun on himself

Dominant themes-


We have wasted our potential, the original American Dream

Eyes on billboard and the green light emphasize the contrast between the original untainted dream under the watchful eyes of a benevolent omniscient God and the “money is everything” society where God has forgotten about his creation or has turned his back upon it
Cars convey sordid society

If Gatsby as a product of the American Dream is the best America can produce, the novel is a tragedy

