ENGLISH 1-2 CP—Conflict and Theme Essay
MAJOR ASSIGNMENT—NO OUTSIDE SOURCES ALLOWED

Stories:

 “The Most Dangerous Game”
“The Interlopers”
“Thank You M’am”

“The Scarlet Ibis”     


“The Necklace”

Choose one of the above short stories and respond to the writing prompt below.

WRITING PROMPT: One of the main methods that an author uses to express a specific message in a work of fiction is through the use of conflict. A character usually learns an important lesson by going through an experience of conflict, and this can reveal to the reader an important message about life (theme). In an insightful, well-written five-paragraph essay, explore the author’s use of internal conflict and external conflict to convey a universal theme in the story. You must also discuss a separate literary element (setting, irony, symbol, etc.) and discuss its specific relationship to a conflict in the story that allows the author to convey the identified theme.

RECOMMENDED ESSAY STRUCTURE:

Introduction Paragraph: Begin your essay with an introduction that introduces your ideas and the story that you will be discussing. Conclude this paragraph with a detailed, focused thesis statement that identifies the use of external/internal conflict in the story, the additional literary element you will discuss, and a thematic statement (theme). Make sure your thesis presents an argument, something that someone could disagree with.
1st Body Paragraph:
Identify and analyze a specific example of external conflict in the story and explain how it helps to reveal the author’s message (theme).

2nd Body Paragraph:
Identify and analyze a specific example of internal conflict in the story and explain how it helps to reveal the author’s message (theme).

3rd Body Paragraph:
Identify the use of another literary element (e.g. setting, irony, symbol) and discuss its relationship to the conflict in the story. Explain how this relationship helps to reveal the author’s message (theme).

Conclusion Paragraph: End with a paragraph that summarizes the arguments you’ve 

made throughout your essay. Conclude with a statement or statements that extend the thematic ideas of the story into an even broader, more universal message.
FORMAT REQUIREMENTS:  Essay must be typed and follow basic MLA format.
DUE: Wednesday, October 19th
