Socratic Seminar Questions

“The Wife of Bath”

Directions: answer each question on a separate piece of paper

1. What sin does the knight commit at the beginning of the tale, and what is his punishment?

2. While on his journey to solve the queen’s riddle, what answers does the knight receive from the people he speaks to?

3. What agreement does the knight make with the person who guarantees to give the knight the write answer?

4. What response does the knight give to the queen? What is the queen’s response?

5. When the knight is forced to keep his promise with the person who gave him the correct answer, what must he do, and what is his response?

6. On their wedding night, what two choices does the woman give the knight regarding their relationship?
7. What is the knight’s response, and what is the end result of his decision?

8. At the end of the tale, what does the Wife of Bath ask of “Jesu Christ?”

9. Is the knight’s punishment an example of “perfect justice,” or is the punishment insufficient? Explain your answer.

10. Is the knight’s answer to the queen’s riddle the correct answer? Explain your answer.
11. In your opinion, what do women want from men?

12. Many people believe that, due to their innate differences, men and women will always struggle to successfully co-exist with one another. In fact, many people believe men and women were never meant to co-exist in the first place. What is your opinion? 

