Hamlet Journal

Questions to guide your reading

As you read the play, keep a record of your answers to these questions. I will be checking and stamping your responses throughout the play. If you miss a stamp, you will lose points on the final grade for this assignment. 
Although you will be able to use your team for help, you will be graded individually on these questions; so, make sure you give this the attention it deserves. Respond to all parts of the guiding questions, and include a discussion of the significance of each, even if it is not explicitly requested in the prompt (It is expected that you will always dig for significance). 
Separate your journal into 3 sections: Character Analysis, Plot Analysis, and Theme Analysis.  
CHARACTER ANALYSIS

1. The following phrases might be used to describe the character of Prince Hamlet. How do you think each relates to Hamlet’s nature? Cite the text for support. (Keep a record throughout your reading)

• A victim of circumstance

• A man incapable of taking action

• An excessively ambitious prince who lusts for power

• A person of exceptional intellect and intelligence

• A man in the grip of insanity

2. Consider Hamlet’s behavior when he is with each of the following characters. What is revealed about him in his dealings with each of these people? (Keep a record throughout)

• Claudius

• Gertrude

• Ophelia

• Horatio

• Polonius

• Rosencrantz and Guildenstern

3. How do you explain Hamlet’s inability to act in avenging his father’s death? (Answer after 3.3)

PLOT ANALYSIS
1. When the play begins, a major event, the death of King Hamlet has already occurred. How does this affect the reader’s understanding of the play? (Answer after 1.2)

2. What purposes do the subplots of the relationship between Polonius and his children and the political situation with Norway and young Fortinbras serve? How is the story of Prince Hamlet and his particular situation reflected in each of these subplots? (Answer after 1.3)

3. Look carefully at each act of the drama. What is the function of each? What important event or situation is developed in each act by Shakespeare? (Keep a log as you go)

THEME ANALYSIS
1. To what extent is Hamlet’s quest for revenge justifiable in terms of the situation presented? Why or why not? (Answer after 1.5)

2. Find evidence of Hamlet’s religious beliefs. How do these beliefs influence his actions and decisions? (Answer at the end of 3)

3. Examine the characters and events in terms of appearance and reality. Cite examples of things that are not what they seem. (Answer at the end of 1.5)

4. Find examples of imagery that reveal decay or corruption. What effect do these images have on the reader? How would you explain Shakespeare’s inclusion of these images in the play? (Keep a log as you read)

5. Explain what you think is revealed about human nature in Hamlet. Use characters and situations to illustrate your points. (Answer at the end of the play)
