Social Studies Guidelines
Ms. Kelley
Parents/Guardians:


Welcome to the new school year!!  It is my hope that we can work together to ensure your student has a successful and enjoyable 8th grade year at Suzanne.


Social Studies is a year-long course.  The time frame covered includes the American Revolution through industrialization.          Assignments will include discussions, Reading Notes, presentations,  note taking, and group and individual projects.  Processing assignments, quizzes, and tests will be used to assess student mastery of objectives.


My objective is to promote creativity, critical thinking, and student responsibility to allow for a smooth transition to the high school program.  

Materials


For students to be successful, they must be properly prepared.  They are expected to have the following materials with them each day:

*Binder Reminder/3 ring binder
*Pens, pencils, highlighter

Behavior


To create a positive, safe, and comfortable classroom environment where students can achieve to the best of their abilities, all students are expected to adhere to the following:
1.  Respect yourself and the people and things around you.
2.  Follow all school rules.

If there is a problem in class, I will discuss it with the student and contact a parent or guardian if necessary.  Should the problem persist after parent contact is made, the student will be referred to a counselor or assistant principal.
**Please note that severe behavior will not be tolerated and may result in an automatic referral.
Daily assignments, late, and absent work

I expect that all assignments will be turned in on time.  Assignments and projects that do not meet the specified requirements will have points deducted accordingly.  Late work is not accepted unless a student has been absent.  It is the student’s responsibility to find out what he or she has missed while absent.  This includes assignments/notes given on the day(s) of absence AND work turned in on day(s) of absence.  


A packet system will be used in this class for the organizing and collecting of homework.  Most assignments will be graded and returned to students without being recorded by the teacher.  Students must keep these assignments in an organized fashion until the packet is due (usually at the end of a chapter).  

Grades & Citizenship


Each assignment is given a point value.  Students can earn points for an assignment in several ways:  completion, following directions, neatness, and accuracy of content.  
     Grades will be posted periodically for students by student identification number. Parents may check grades through the Parent Portal located on the Walnut Valley Unified website.  

Citizenship marks are based on class participation, attentiveness, preparedness, and overall adherence to school rules.   

Movies


Several movies or parts of movies that support the Social Studies curriculum may be shown throughout the year.  These films may be rated G, PG, or not rated due to age.  In order for students to view these films, I need a release form signed by a parent or guardian (see attached).  
A Final Note 


Your support and interest is crucial.  You can help your child be successful by staying involved…ask questions, provide a time and place for homework, offer assistance.  And please do not hesitate to get in touch with me if you have any questions or concerns.  

Ms. Kelley

(909)594-1657, ext. 55131

jkelley@wvusd.k12.ca.us
