7th Grade

    



     Language Arts

Ms. Palas
Students and Parents, 
Welcome to a new school year! Seventh grade is an exciting time full of amazing events, academics, and technology. I am excited to be your Language Arts teacher! Please read the following course description for class expectations and requirements.
Content: 
Reading, writing, listening, speaking, and grammar are the focus of this class. Instruction also includes vocabulary, word parts, and selected literary works. There is also an independent reading novel at all times for sustained silent reading time. All SPMS students will now participate in My Access, an online writing program that transforms writing instruction and assessment by providing immediate feedback. In addition, we will begin to implement the new Common Core Standards. 
Grading:

Category 






Grading Scale

Homework/Classwork/Participation:

40%


A= 100-90%

Quizzes: 




15%


B= 89-80%

Test/Projects/Essays



35%


C= 79-70%

AR





10%


D= 69-60%










F= 59% and below
Classroom Expectations:
· Be respectful to others.
· Do not use vulgar or offensive language. 
· No eating, drinking, or gum chewing in class. Bottled water is acceptable.
· Raise your hand to talk. 
· No electronic devices in class.
· Be prepared when you come to class. 
Classroom Rewards:
· Panther Pride and Positive parental contact

Behavior Policy:

Good citizenship and behavior are expected. Any behavior that interferes with the teaching and learning of our class will not be tolerated.

If students CHOOSE to break a rule, then the students CHOOSE the following consequences: first occurrence = warning, second occurrence = warning/one-on-one discussion with teacher, third occurrence = parent contact, fourth occurrence = parent-student-teacher conference/behavioral contract, fifth occurrence = referral to AP.
Homework: 

Homework reinforces what is being taught in class, prepares students for upcoming lessons, and helps students develop self-discipline, responsibility, and organizational skills. The following are homework guidelines:

· All work must be neat and easy to read

· Only dark blue and black ink and pencil accepted.

· 50% credit will be given for work turned in late.

Required Materials:
· Loose-leaf, lined 3-hole punched notebook paper
· Spiral notebook (with 3-hole punch)
· Highlighter
· Writing Pens (black, blue, red, green)
· Independent reading book at all times
Tardies:

After the 2nd unexcused tardy of each quarter, detentions will be issued.

Attendance:

It is the student’s responsibility to make up any missed work. Please do not expect the teacher to come find you and tell you what you missed. Check a classmate’s agenda, homework file box, or teacher website.


SPMS website: http://southpointe.wvusd.k12.ca.us/apps/staff/
Please discuss this letter with your child to insure his/her complete understanding of the 7th grade Language Arts course expectations and requirements. Feel free to contact me with any questions. Email will provide the quickest responses. Thank you for your support, and I look forward to a successful year!
Ms. Palas






spalas@wvusd.k12.ca.us
Please detach, sign, and return the bottom portion of the form as an agreement for 2012/13 school year. (5 e.c. points)

Students Name: ___________________________________ Signature:____________________________________
Parent/Guardian Name:_____________________________ Signature:___________________________________
