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David Irving, the controversial 
\-Vorld War II historian whose 
questions about the Holocaust led 
to a stinging defeat in a London 
courtroom, launched a three­
month U.S. tour over the weekend, 
accusing his opponents of spending 
$6 million to defeat him and vowing 
to appeal the ruling that branded 
him a racist and an anti-Semite. 

"There's been something akin to 
a grave injustice done," said Irving. 
"It's sad to say that in the battle be­
tween David and Goliath, David 
doesn't always win. But I think I can 
say in this particular battle, David is 
going to win, and the Victory is go­
ing to be sweet when it comes." 

Irving's appearance was the 
highlight of a conference of some 
of the world's best-known Holo­
caust revisionists, who met at a se­
cret locatIOn m Irvme to promote 
their demands for new investiga-
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Continued from HI 
lions to prove there was no rna 
xtermination of European J e s 

liuring World War II. 
Joining their ranks was former 

Republican Rep. Pete McCloskey, 
who is bringing a class-action law­
suit against the Anti-Defamation 
League of B'nai B'rith that seeks 
damages for the Jewish organiza­
tion's alleged illegal spying on U.S. 
citizens critical of Israel and of the 
former apartheid r gime in South 
Africa. 

"I came because I respect the 
thesis of this organization," 
},IcCloskey said at the gathering, 
"that thesis being that there should 
be a reeXamination of whatever 
governments say or politicians say 
or political entities say." 

Southern California Jewish lead­
ers were critical of Irving's appear­
ance, saying he had already been 
discredited in the British courts. 

Rabbi Abraham Cooper of the 
Simon Wiesenthal Center, who at­
tended some of the London court­
room proceedings, said it was clear 
the judge had given Irving broad 
leeway in order to leave no grounds 
for appeal. 

"At the end of the day, justice 
anrl history prevailed over hate. 
And it was not the Simon Wiesen­
thaI Center or [defendants Debo­
rah] Lipstadt or . . . Penguin 
Books, it was the elder judicial sys­
tem of the Anglo-Saxon world la­
beling him for what he is," Cooper 
said. 

ran::;ge-:Coun-:'t~ JF\\;;;; .O:'== - "-- y~ e-'is""h;:;:;;orga niza­
tions were caught off-guard by Ir­
ving's appearance, which was not 
publicized in advance. 

"My reaction is that he's so dis­
credited that he's sort of like a freak 
at a Sideshow. I mean, there he is 
standing out by himself," said Jerry 
Werksman, former Jewish Federa­
tion president in Orange County. 
"The 1st Amendment absolutely al­
Jows this kind of stuff, but they're 
preaching to their own choir." 

Cooper was also critical of 
~lcCloskey's appearance at the 
gathering, sponsored by the Costa 
Mesa-based Institute for Historical 
Review, which for more than two 
decades has promoted revisionist 
examination of the Holocaust. 

"To show up at the annress of 
the institution here in California, 
which by its very existence is a 
source of such unending pain to the 
victims of the Holocaust and the 
~\lrvivors who liv in our commu­
nity, and secondly, on top of it to 
make an appearance under the 
same tent as someone who's just 
been crowned the leading intellec­
tual Jew hater in the world, I guess, 
speaks VOlumes," Cooper said. 

''I'm sure there's a lot McCloskey 
achieved in Congress, but some­
where along the line he must've 
gotten his wires crossed. Because 
standing under that tent, it basi­
cally confirms we're dealing with 
someone who's an anti-Semite," 
Cooper said. 

Though Holocaust revisionism is+ r sidered an extl'emist fringe 

movement whose roots are anti­
Semitic and nationalistic, the w'eek­
end gat her ing at tracted 140 sup­
porters rom a broad runge of po­
litical streams and nearly 2,5 0 
viewer arounrl the worlrl who 
watched the proc ecling broadcast 
live· on the Intern t, conference or­
ganizers said. 

- It wa~ a rare gathering of orne 
of the best- known revisioTIlsts , 111­

eluding ~orthweslern nJversity 
engjn ring professor rthur Butz, 
author of "The Iloux of the 20th 
Century"; R bert Fauw on, the 
well-known F renchman \ ho ha 
argued there could not have b en 
gas chambers at llschwitz; Ger­
mar Rudolf, the former Iv[ Planck 
Institute chemist who lost his jo~ 
and faced impl'isonment in Ger­
many after conducting forensic ex­
aminations at Au~ch\ itz: and 
Ernst Zundel, who as a p blisher 
and Web site operator fia, battled 
Canadian authorities for years. 

"Of the 16 or 17 speakers here 
this weekenrl, six haYt-· been pun­
ished as 'thought criminals'-with 
imprisonment, court-ordered fines 
or travel bans for publicly express­
ing dissident views on history," 
said Mark \ eber, head of the Insti­
tute for HIstorical Review, 

"\Ve are often asked why we 
seem obses ed with the Holocaust. 
The answer is very simple, As any 
child can easily ob~erve , it is not re­
visionists or the IHR who are ob­
sessed with the fate, 55 01' 60 years 
ago, of a small minority of the 
population of a foreign continent. It 
is, rather, our own political, social 
and intellectual leaders who have 
made the fate of Europe's .Jews 
dming World War II a central icon 
of our age," Weber said. 

"No comparable ~l ttention is 
given to the tens of millions of 
other World War II victims, includ­
ing the many millions of Chinese 
who perished in the war," Weber 
said. 

"Largely forgotten in the Holo­
caust cult have been the tens of 
millions of victims of America's 
great wartime ally, Stalinist Russia 
... much less the 121 mjlHon 1 to 
14 million Germans, victims of the 
flight and expulSion of 1944 to 
1949, of whom some 2 mmlon lost 
their lives. W nr expected to look 
at~nd world his tory from 
what, in truth, is a Jewish perspec­
tive," Weber said. 



Successful Appeal 
Appears Unlikely 

Irving, 62, who has kept <I low 
profile since a British court found 
in favor of Emory Universi ty pro­
fessor Lipstadt in his libel suit 
against her, gave a rollicking ac­
count of the 4V2-month trial that 
portrayed him as a b t'3u uered his­
torian figh ting a fortI" <; of hIghly 
paid historical experts. . 

Though he filed a notIce of ap­
peal in hi case last week, any ap­
peal under British law is likely to 
be extrl!mely difficult to win, and 

'would depend on overcoming 
Judge Charles Gray's finding that 
there are no grounds for appeal. Ir­
ving accused Gray of ruling, in 

part , because of the massive re­
'ourc fOeli ed on the case by 
int\!fnaUonal Jewish group and in­
dh.'ldu· Is, which he said contrib­
uted $6 million to help Lipstadt de­
fenrl herself. 

"The judge. . . knew if he ruled 
in my favor he would fac the same 
thing," Irving g, id, 

Irving is one of the best-known 
historians of the Third Reich. and 
his work on Adolf Hitler's war 
t ears and l azi propaganda minis­
er Josef Goebbels have attracted 

prai se for their exhaustive use of 
original s urce and insights into 
the thinking of previously inacces­
ible Third ReiCh figures. fu!.L.fu2 

questions about whether the gas 
Chambers at Auschwitz existed and 
doubts that as many as smTIIIOn 
Jews died during the war have 
prompted mainstream publishers 
to refu e to publish his writ ings 
and opened an international re-. 
examination of his work. 

The main reprisals were brought 
on after Lipstadt, in her book "De­
nying the Holocaust: The Growing 
Assault on Truth an Memory," ac­
cused Irving of being an anti­
Semite who manipulated historical 
evidence to suit his beliefs. st. Mar­
tin's Press backed out of a plan to 
publish the Goebbels biography. 

Irving, representing himself, re­
lied on an anonymous team of his­
torians anrl engineers around the 
world as advisors. He would pose 
technical questions bye-mail be­
fore retiring for the night and had 
full answers in hand before going to 
court the next morning, he said. 

Lipstadt amassed a war clles 
funded heavily, Irving said, by film 
director Steven Spielberg, Seagram 
chieC executive Edgar Bronfman 
Jr. and the American Jewish Com­
mittee. (Lip stadt, at a recent ap­
pearance in Los Angeles, denied 
that she received any money from 
the Jewish community, according 
to .Joel Rembaum, senior rabbi of 
Temple Beth Am of Los Angeles.) 

Lipstadt commissioned reports 
from some of the world's foremost 
Holocaust historians, who testi fied 
that the evidence of gas chambers 
at Auschwitz is overwhelming and 
irrefutable. 

'I1leJ.illIge sided with Lipstadt. 
ruling that it is "incontrovertible 
that Irving qualifies as a Holocaust 
denier."' He said the historian is 
clearly an expert on World War II 
military history but harl misinter­

reted and mistranslated docu­
menlq or omitte parts 0 ocu­
mE-nts. presenting Hitler in "an 
unwarrantedly favorable light." 
'-liVlng a nlLt en - _. ruIrng 
could not have been \ orse. 

Later, greeted with a standing 
ovation, he reminrled listeners that 
U.S. donors are exempt from at­
tempts by Lipsladt"s lawyers to pur­
sue Irving's supporters to help pay 
COtllt costs. The jurlge has given the 
historian lmU\ next month to pay the 
first $22,388 of a total of nearly $1.5 ' 
million in court costs. 

Despite the judge's unfavorable 
ruling, Irving said there were several 
grounds on which the appeals court 
might overrule the high court and 
hear an appeal , but he declined to 
discuss them publicly. 


