“Two Kinds”: As You Read Worksheet
Directions: Read page 98 and then complete the two sections below.

Vocabulary: Write a synonym (a word that has a similar meaning) for each of the following words…
Prodigy:

Lamented:

Listlessly:

Mesmerizing:

Discordant:

Dawdled:

Stricken:

Fiasco:

Nonchalantly:

Betrayal:

Literary Focus: Write the definition for each of the following…
Internal Conflict:

External Conflict: 

Motivation:

Inferences:

Directions: As you read the story “Two Kinds” fill in the sentence frames and answer the questions below. Page numbers are provided to help you.

Character Motivation

1. From these clues, I can infer that the narrator wants ________________________________________________________________ (100).

2. From this passage, I can tell that the mother is determined because _____________________________________________________________ (100).

3. Her mother’s disappointment is clear when _____________________________________________________________ (101).

4. After several unsuccessful attempts to fulfill her mother’s ambitions for her, the narrator wants to ______________________________________________ (101).

5. The narrator is angry because she feels her mother ____________________ (102).

6. Paraphrase the mother’s explanation of her motivation in the paragraph beginning “My mother slapped me” (102).

7. Inference. Consider the mother’s background (China). Why might she have high expectations for her daughter? Return to the third paragraph on page 99 for more information about the mother’s experiences in China.

8. In the paragraph beginning with “So maybe I never gave myself a fair chance” on page 103, the narrator reflects on why she didn’t try as a child. Paraphrase her explanation.

9. At the top of page 104, the two mothers complain about the “problems” they have with their daughters, this conversation reveals that one of Jing-Mei’s mother’s motivations for wanting her daughter to be a prodigy is ___________________________________________________.

10. “Like mother like daughter.” Jing-Mei and her mother both display determination. How might their matching levels of determination heighten the conflict of the story?
11. Symbolizing conflict: A symbol is something concrete that represents something abstract. Example: The American flag (concrete) could represent or symbolize freedom (abstract). How might the piece of music entitled “Pleading Child” symbolize Jing-Mei’s feelings towards her mother?
12. “[A] quiet, blank look that said she had lost everything” (105). In this quote, her mother felt as if she had lost everything because she felt as if her ________________________________________ had been destroyed.
13. Evaluation. Who you think is mostly responsible for Jing-Mei’s misery, herself or her mother? Why? Support your answer with evidence from the text and be prepared to discuss your answer with the class upon return!
14. Opposing conflicts: Jing Mei wants her mother to _______________________ while her mother wants Jing Mei to ___________________________ (106).
15. Jing Mei speaks so cruelly about her mother’s lost babies because she wants _____________________________________________.
16. The mother-daughter conflict was resolved with the mother’s gift of the______.
Jing Mei refers to her gift as a “shiny trophy” because she “won” it on her own terms without having to _________________________________ (107).

17. Challenge: returning to the symbol! Jing Mei’s final statement about the two-part musical piece “Pleading Choild” and “Perfectly Contented” demonstrates her understanding of herself by showing _____________________________________ (107).
