PROJECT ASSIGNMENT SHEET - Brave New World

PROMPT

One of the main ideas presented in Brave New World is that the people in the new world are conditioned not to cope with things that are unpleasant, ugly or stressful in life. Everything must be pretty, neat, and easy; there are no "bad" parts to life. John, the savage, points out the opposite point of view, that in order to really appreciate the good things in life, one must experience the bad also. He wants the right to have the full range of human emotions, not just the simple, limited, comfortable life of the new world.

In our world one can see the possible beginnings of a world like the new world in the book. People use drugs to "escape" the daily pressures of life, to help them cope with life – not only drugs like cocaine that get so much media attention but also drugs like tranquilizers, caffeine, nicotine, and alcohol that are more an "accepted" part of our society. How many people smoke cigarettes when they are in an uncomfortable situation that makes them nervous? How many people go out drinking on the weekends or after a "bad day at the office"? How many people take Valium or other tranquilizers to soothe their ragged nerves and help them get through the day? How many people "have to have" that morning cup (or three) of coffee to get their minds and bodies ready for the day? Whether or not these common forms of drug use/abuse are good or bad or should be legal or illegal are questions hotly debated.

One thing most people can agree on is that highly addictive drugs that are currently illegal are a real problem in our society. Besides the debated effects of illegal drugs on the users' bodies and productivity, they also carry the additional problem of being the root cause of a large portion of the crimes committed in our society. Therefore, groups like the "Just Say No" campaign, hundreds of neighborhood groups and all of the law-enforcement personnel are diligently working to fight the war on drugs.

ASSIGNMENT

Your assignment is to develop a campaign against drug abuse that could be used in your school and community.

REQUIREMENTS

1. Each group must create an informative and persuasive brochure.

2. Each group must create a PowerPoint and present it to the class.

3. Each group must write an essay giving their own personal opinions about a topic relating to drug abuse and/or the "war on drugs."

4. The group must work together to fill out the Project Guide Sheet

5. Each person must participate and contribute to the project in whatever way the group decides is necessary. For example, if the group decides that a particular job has to be done, someone who has not yet volunteered for any other job must volunteer to do it--or be recruited.

6. There will be a "group grade," that is, a grade for how well the whole group performed on this project as well as an "individual grade," a grade given to each student evaluating his/her own participation in the project.

GETTING STARTED

The best way to start is to fill out the Project Guideline Sheet. This will nail down some important guidelines for your project and get you on your way.

PROJECT GUIDELINE SHEET - Brave New World

1. Is your mission one of public awareness or of reformation? In other words, are you just trying to educate people or do you want them to change their behavior--or both?

2. Exactly what are you campaigning against--all drugs, specific drugs, illegal drugs and/or commonly used drugs? Are you campaigning against drug use or drug abuse--or both?

3. What role is each person in the group going to do? Who is going to help make the brochure? Who is going to be responsible for typing the paper? Who will put together the PowerPoint? How is the research going to be divided?

Brochure: 






Essay: 







PowerPoint: 






Now you should be ready to actually get to the actual work of your project. You have the remainder of this class period plus three additional class periods to work on this project in class. Each of the groups should meet to make any additional plans or to work out specific details. After all the details have been worked out, use your class time to do as much of the actual work as possible.
Due Date

May 11, 2010
· Group essay

· Group brochure

· 10-15 minute presentation to the class
