Assignment Guide:  Chapter 3

Spatial Interaction and Behavior
Major Themes:

1. The three bases for spatial interaction.

2. Measuring the likelihood of interaction.

3. The forms and nature of human spatial behavior.

4. Information and perception in human spatial behavior.

5. Migration patterns, types, and controls.

Monday, 10/14 Exam Review and Power of Place:  “Operation Hold the Line”
Tuesday, 10/15 DQs for pp. 57-62.
1. Examine the map of crude oil export flows (Fig. 3.2) and rank the five largest exporters to the United States.
2. Explain the principle of complementarity as it relates to the global oil exports flow.

3. Analyse the three conditions for transferability.

4. Discuss an example of an intervening opportunity
5. Explain why the percentage of light truck trips over twenty miles is virtually non-existant in Figure 3.4.

6. Use examples from your own retail experience to illustrate the law of retail gravitation.

7. Imagine that you have a cousin visiting from a distant place outside of California.  Apply the potential model to the process you use to decide where to take your cousin.

Wednesday, 10/16 DQs for pp. 63-68.

8. Examine Figure 3.7 and hypothesize why the relative frequency of work and school trips has decreased in recent decades.

9. Identify your activity space and the mode of transportation you use to get there.

10. Describe your space-time prism and the range of activities it allows.

11. Outline the space-time constraints faced by single mothers with low incomes.

12. Identify one example of a place you go that lies beyond your critical distance line.

13. To what extent does the pattern of interaction by Old Order Mennonites illustrated in Figure 3/13b illustrate the law of retail gravitation?

14. While Figure 3.14 indicates that the average home-based work trip in the Minneapolis area is about 25.6 minutes, what appears to be the most frequent work and nonwork commute?

15. Examine Figure 3.15.  To what extent is distance decay a factor in the time you spend with friends?  To what extent is distance decay a factor in the time you spend with relatives?

Thursday, 10/17 DQs for pp. 68-73.

16. Explain the fundamental alterations to “the spatial structure of economic and social decision making” as a result of the extreme diminishment of time and cost factors related to distance.
17. Provide an example that illustrates the linkage between the communication sets in Figure 3.17.

18. Explain why New York plays such a prominent role in the mass media markets of the United States.

19. Explain the component of place perception in relation to a specific location.

20. Identify the barriers to long-distance information flows.

21. Analyze the causes of the east-west directional bias in the United States.

22. Identify ten inferences that might be made from the survey of Canadian college students from Quebec, Ontario, and British Columbia.
23. Examine the reasons why people choose to live in highly hazardous areas.

Friday, 10/18  Daniel Tichenor, “Same Old Song”  The Nation 283:6 (August/September 2006), pp. 25-28
Monday, 10/21  “Same old Song” (cont’d)

Tuesday, 10/22 DQs pp. 73-77.
24. Analyse the consequences of migration in recent decades.

The following three questions related to the “Center of Population” map (Figure 3.24) on p. 75

25. Using your knowledge of US History, explain the strong westward movement suggested by the migration and growth patterns indicated between 1840 and 1860.

26. Using your knowledge of US History, explain the strong westward movement suggested by the migration and growth patterns indicated between 1860 and 1890.

27. Account for the southward shift of  the US population center after 1920.

28. Explain the forced migration in the Soviet Union during the 1920s.
29. Discuss the “reluctant relocation” that has occurred on the islands of Indonesia.

30. Explain the notion of “Civilized Tribes” in relation to the forced migration known as “The Trail of Tears” in 1837-1838.

31. Examine the role of remittances in the global economy.

Thursday, 10/23  DQs for pp. 77-81
32. Explain the variety of pull factors that draw migrates to a destination.

33. What were the motives behind your family/ancestor’s decision to migrate?

34. Identify the specific sources and destinations of the migrants illustrated in Figure 3.23.

35. Discuss the push and pull factors that motivate the migrants illustrated in Figure 3.23.

36. Discuss the spatial search behavior of the couple illustrated in Figure 3.27.

37. Analyze the role of step migration and chain migration in your family/ancestors’ migration decisions.

38. Examine Figure 3.28 and assess the validity of the claim that “distance decay is evident in the likelihood a person will migrate to the United States.

39. Explain the patterns of Florida’s out-migration and in-migration illustrated in Figure 3.29.

40. Explain the patterns of California’s out-migration and in-migration illustrated in Figure 3.29.

41. To what extent do the channelized migration flows illustrated in Figure 3.30 indicate patterns of step migration and chain migration?

Wednesday, 10/24 Geography and Public Policy: Broken Borders Discussion; DQs for pp. 80-86.
42. To what extent does your family’s migration history reflect E.G. Ravenstein’s “laws of migration”?

43. How does the explanation of the data in Figure 3.31 explain the different motives for intracounty moves and longer distance migration?

44. Describe the characteristics of increased female migration that has occurred in the last half century.
45. Assess the possible consequences of the “brain drain” of educated young adults from developing countries described on p. 83.

46. Read the box “Gender and Migration” and explain the types of jobs that female immigrants from Mexico perform in the United States.

47. Examine the factors that have increased spatial interaction in the era of globalization.
48. Discuss the role of international banking in the process of globalization.

49. What caused the global economic financial crisis of 2008?

Friday, 10/25 Film:  Lost Boys of Sudan
Monday, 10/28  Essay Revies for Exam

Tuesday, 10/29 Exam

Wednesday, 10/30  Essay  

1. Examine the various push and pull factors currently influencing migration into Europe.  Include in your essay a discussion of the source regions and destinations of migration to particular countries in Europe.
2. Analyze the push and pull factors involved in the major migration waves to the United States in the 19th and 20th centuries.  Include in your discussion both the specific sources and destinations of major immigrant groups.
3. Name and explain the three "flow-determining" factors underlying spatial interaction (trade) in commodities. In your response, give examples of the operation of each of these mechanisms of control. 

4. Examine the process of acculturation experienced by the Lost Boys of Sudan.  Be sure to include changes in the ideological, sociological, and technological subsystems of their cultural understandings.
5. Analyze the political, economic, social and security issues related to the current debate over United States immigration policy toward undocumented workers.

Explain the factors involved in the changes in women’s migration patterns at the global scale in recent generations.

North America Geography

	States and Provinces 
	Cities
	Rivers and Mountains

	Alberta

British Columbia

Connecticut

Illinois

Iowa

Kentucky

Louisiana

Manitoba

New Brunswick

New Hampshire

Newfoundland

NW Territories

Nova Scotia

Nunavut

Ontario

Yukon Territory

Quebec

Saskatchewan

Utah
	Boston

Calgary

Kansas City

Montreal

Ottawa

Portland

St. Louis

San Antonio

Toronto

Vancouver

Winnipeg
	Appalachians

Colorado River

Columbia River

Fraser River

Great Plains

Gulf of Mexico

Hudson Bay

Lake Erie

Lake Huron

Lake Superior

Missouri River

Ohio River

Platte River

Rio Grande River

St. Lawrence River

Snake River

Yukon River
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