Chapters 7, 8, 9 Questions and Vocabulary

Chapter 7:

Vocabulary:

1. harrowing

2. gruff
3. cynically

4. relinquished

5. morbid

6. indiscreet

7. boisterously

8. inviolate

9. vicariously

10. presumptuous

Questions:

1. Look up the story of Trimalchio, who is alluded to at the beginning of chapter seven, on Wikipedia. In what ways is Gatsby like Trimalalchio?

2. Describe the weather in chapter seven. How does it relate to the plot?

3. How does Pammy’s appearance affect Gatsby?

4. The Buchanan’s wealth has left their lives empty and boring. Because of this, what does Gatsby represent for Daisy?

5. Gatsby appropriately describes Daisy’s voice as “full of money”. Explain what he means.

6. What has George Wilson learned?

7. What does Myrtle observe? To what conclusion does she jump?

8. Describe the confrontation between Gatsby and Tom. How does Daisy react?
9. What is the significance of Nick realizing it is his thirtieth birthday?

10. How does Nick change as a result of Myrtle’s death?
11. Who did Myrtle think was driving the car? Who was really driving?

Chapter 8:

Vocabulary:

1. dejection

2. malice

3. incessantly

4. corroborate

5. interminable

6. garrulous

7. forlorn

8. fortuitously

9. perceptible

10. holocaust

Questions:

1. What foreshadows Gatsby’s death?

2. Nick urges Gatsby to go away, but he refuses. Why do you think he does this?

3. On page 156, Nick stats that Gatsby had “committed himself to the following of a grail.” What or who is the grail that he is referring to and what does the quote mean?
4. What does Nick mean when he says to Gatsby, “You’re worth the whole damn bunch put together”? Is Nick being hypocritical?

5. What does Nick realize about Jordan?

6. George Wilson symbolizes the common man. What else does Fitzgerald’s portrayal of him suggest?

Chapter 9:

Vocabulary:

1. adventitious

2. deranged

3. surmise

4. solidarity

5. ceaselessly

6. indignantly

7. complacent

8. transitory
9. aesthetic

10. eluded

Questions:

1. The details of Gatsby’s funeral are left to Nick. Why?

2. What seems to be of most concern to Klipspringer?

3. Like Benjamin Franklin, Gatsby keeps a list of his resolves. What do they represent?

4. Why do you think Fitzgerald included the man with the owl-eyed glasses at the funeral?

5. How is The Great Gatsby a story of the West (according to Nick) if it happened in the East?

6. Discuss the carelessness of the Buchanans.

7. Ultimately, what do you think Fitzgerald’s message is about the American dream and what American society had become in the 1920s?

