Lord of the Flies by William Golding

Chapter Five: “Beast from Water”


Ralph is furious. Because he is the elected chief, Ralph calls an assembly and makes a speech about “things” that the other boys are doing wrong. List at least four “things’ which Ralph tells the others that they should not do.

To a certain extent, this chapter is about fear. If a person reads carefully, he or she can tell of what each character is most afraid.

Piggy: Piggy is most afraid of….

Ralph: Ralph is most afraid of…

Phil: Phil, a littlun, is most afraid of….

Jack: Jack is most afraid of…


Significant Passages:

1. “’Bollocks to the rules! We’re strong--we hunt! If there’s a beast, we’ll hunt it down! We’ll close in and beat and beat and beat--!’” (91).

Who is speaking? What do these words reveal about this character? (Hint: What does boy reject and what does he embrace?)

2.
“’I’m scared of him,’ said Piggy, ‘and that’s why I know him. If you’re scared of someone you hate him but you can’t stop thinking about him’” (93).

About whom is Piggy speaking? What is Piggy trying to explain to Ralph? 

Reflection: Simon says something very, very strange. When the boys are discussing the beastie at the assembly, Simon holds the conch and says, “’Maybe, maybe there is a beast….What I mean is...maybe it’s only us’” (89). What does Simon realize?

1. Ralph says that the little’uns should not…..
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