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1. How did Elizabeth I deal with the religious issue in England when she became queen? 
2. Why did Elizabeth I put Mary Stuart under house arrest for so many years?  What was she afraid of? 

3. What role did Sir Francis Drake and the "Sea Dogs" play in the growing tensions between England and Spain? 

4. Regarding Queen Elizabeth I's "Armada" speech:
      - How does she appeal to her subjects by describing herself as both a woman
        and a king?  Why was it necessary for her to take this approach?
      - Who and what are the enemies of Elizabeth and England in this speech?
      - How does the speech draw on English nationalism without making it a
        religious issue?  Why would she play down religious tensions? 

5. Why did Philip II take upon himself the leadership of the Catholic Counter-Reformation?  Why was Spain ideally suited to be the instrument of Philip's ambitions? 

6. What was the general state of political and religious affairs in Europe in the first years of Philip II's reign?  What conflict existed between religious and national loyalties? 

7. Why did Philip II send the Armada Católica, the Spanish Armada, against Elizabeth I in 1588?  What were the results of this move for Spain?  for England? 

8. What were the political, economic, and religious issues that entered into the revolt of the Netherlands?  How did this revolt merge with the international political and religious struggles in Europe at the time? 

9. Why did Spain decline as a major European power during the reign of Philip III?  What role did the Catholic Church especially play in this decline? 

