Assignment Guide Unit 2
The Great Break:  War and Revolution

“War is too important to be left to generals.”  Georges Clemenceau

“You may not be interested in war.  But war is interested in you.”  Leon Trotsky

Readings:

McKay, John P., Bennett D. Hill, John Buckler, and Patricia Buckley Ebrey.  A History of World Societies.  5th Edition.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin, 2000.  Chapter 29.
Paxton, Robert O.  Europe in the Twentieth Century  (2nd Edition),  Harcourt Brace Jovanovich:  Orlando FL, (1985):  pp. 47-71, 96-125, 168-193.

Video:  People’s Century:  Red Flag:  Communism in Russia, 1917-1936
Monday, 10/22 DQs from McKay, pp. 920-932.  
1. Identify the three main components of “The Great Break” transformation that World War I caused.

2. Explain the core principles of Bismarck’s alliance system and identify the agreements that sought to implement them.

3. Analyze the motives for Great Britain to increasingly sever its ties to Germany in the years leading to World War I.

4. Explain the role of the Balkans in increasing Great Power tensions in the period prior to July, 1914.

5. Outline the sequence of events that transformed the conflict between Serbia and Austria from a regional war into World War I after the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand on June 28, 1914.

6. To what extent did Germany’s “blank check” guarantee to Austria contribute to the outbreak of World War I?

7. Analyze the role of military planning as a cause in the outbreak of World War I.

8. Assess the role of domestic factors in propelling Europe toward war.

9. Explain the significance of the first Battle of the Marne (September, 1914) for World War I.

10. Explain Italy’s entry into the war on the side of the Triple Entente.

11. Account for U.S. entry to the war on the side of the Triple Entente.

Tuesday, 10/23 DQs for Paxton, pp. 46-71  Lecture: The Road to World War I
12. Assess Baron Alois von Aehrenthal’s decision to annex Bosnia-Hercegovina in 1908 as a causal factor for World War I.

13. To what extent was the Serbian government culpable in the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand?

14. Summarize the core issues in the question of Germany’s “Blank Check” assurance to Austria.

15. Evaluate the “reasonableness” of Austria’s ultimatum demands on Serbia.

16. Discuss the role of military planners in causing the Balkan crisis to turn into World War I.

17. Summarize the geostrategic concerns of Sir Eyre Crowe in promoting British involvement in the conflict.
18. Assess the validity of Robert Paxton’s assertion:  “Only the most determinist of historians would suggest that capitalism’s late stages must inevitably produce conservative efforts to distract class conflict by external war.” [p. 69]

Wednesday, 10/24 DQs for McKay, pp. 932-942  
19. Discuss the disillusionment that many soldiers experienced during the war.

20. Outline the various sources of social discontent that emerged in the belligerent countries.

21. Assess the validity of the following assertion:  “The practices of governments during World War I laid the foundation for the emergence of the totalitarian state.”

22. Discuss the general social consequences of World War I.

23. Explain the support of Russian liberals and conservatives for Russian entry into World War I.

24. Outline the sequence of events that led to the fall of Imperial Russia.

25. Evaluate the achievements of the March (1917) Constitution and Kerensky’s government.

26. Examine the rise of the Soviets as a “shadow” government to the new constitutional regime under the leadership of Alexander Kerensky.

27. Explain the components of Leninism.

28. Account for the success of the Bolsheviks/communists in the Russian revolution and civil war.

Thursday, 10/25  DQs for McKay, 942-948.  Brisa Hernandez, The Spanish-American War (1898) 
29. Outline the series of events that led to German surrender on November 11, 1918.

30. Explain how Germany’s Social Democrats were able to avert a Soviet-style communist takeover in that country.

31. Account for French Premier Georges Clemenceau’s motives in opposing Woodrow Wilson’s “peace without victors” approach to settling the war.

32. Explain the compromise that led France and the United States to agree to the Treaty of Versailles.

33. Outline the losses that Germany suffered in the Versailles Treaty.

34. Identify the core principles of Rosa Luxembourg.

35. To what extent did the Versailles Treaty uphold the principle of national self-determination.

36. Explain the reasons for the US Senate’s rejection of the Versailles treaty.

37. Discuss the consequences of the US not signing the League of Nations treaty.

Friday, 10/26 Shan Lin, Big Stick Diplomacy.  
Monday, 10/29  DQs for Paxton, pp. 96-125

38. Discuss the features of planned economy that David Lloyd George introduced into the Ministry of Munitions.
39. To what extent were the burdens of war shared more equitably in Britain than elsewhere?
40. In what ways were the war-time challenges of the Austro-Hungarian empire unique?

41. Discuss the changed status of women that emerged during the war.

42. Discuss the advances made by labor during the war.

43. Explain the effects of economic planning on German industrial production.

44. Discuss the significance of the Hague Conferences of 1899 and 1907.

45. Explain the significance of the Fatherland Party that emerged in Germany.

46. Examine the major trends in artistic and literary development that emerged at the end of the war.

Tuesday, 10/30 Eunice Chung, World War I: Technology, Tactics (air, land, sea), European Home Front (economic and social impact, especially women) 
Wednesday, 10/31 Joshua Conley, Woodrow Wilson Foreign Policy 
Thursday, 11/1  DQs for Paxton, pp. 168-193.  Jada Kishimoto, US Entry into World War I 
47. Identify the three factors that augured against the consistent application of the liberal democratic principles espoused by Wilson in his Fourteen Points.

48. Explain France’s security concerns at the end of the war.

49. Discuss John Maynard Keynes’ thesis in The Economic Consequences of the Peace.

50. Examine the intent and implementation of the cordon sanitaire.

51. Explain the concept of territorial mandate established in the League of Nations Covenant.

52. Analyze the terms on which the Rhineland was demilitarized.

53. Identify the factors that made it difficult to assign territories on the basis of the nationality principle.

54.  “And it [The Versailles Treaty] failed in its most immediate, practical test:  a second global war grew out of Eastern European border disputes twenty years later.”  [Paxton, 191]  To what extent is Paxton’s assessment of the Versailles agreement accurate?

Friday, 11/2  Priscilla Tam, The Mexican Revolution.
Monday, 11/5 Small Group Review for Exam
Tuesday, 11/6  Caylin Effendi, Emiliano Zapata
Wednesday, 11/7  Nishit Arora, Wilson and the Treaty of Versailles

Thursday, 11/8, Hugh Edwards, The economic, political, and social impact of World War I on the US and Mexico or Brazil 
Friday, 11/9  Ashley Brooks, The Great War’s Effects on Hemispheric Relations 
Tuesday, 11/13  Essay Exam
Two of the following six questions will be selected for your response.  You will choose ONE of the two on the day of the exam.

1. Assess the social and economic causes of one twentieth century war.  [P2/05/W/Q3]

2. “It was the U-boat campaign of 1917 which brought the United States into the First World War.”  To what extent would you agree with this statement? [P3/07/Q8]

3. Evaluate the successes and failures of one twentieth century treaty in addressing the causes of conflict, and restoring peace and normality.  [P2/01/W/Q3]

4. Discuss the part played in the outbreak of the First World War by two states (excluding Germany).  [P2/10/W/Q1]

5. Assess the significance of naval warfare in determining the outcome of one twentieth century war.  [P2/10/W/Q3]

6. Define the United States’ policy of Moral Diplomacy and discuss its impact on the region.  [P3/10/Q10]
7. Assess the importance of each of the following in causing the First or the Second World War:  nationalism; alliances; economic factors. [P2/12/W/Q5]
8. To what extent were social factors the main cause of the outbreak of revolution in Mexico in 1910? [P3/12/11]
� Quoted in Paxton, p. 103.


� “Obama’s World:  How Will a 21st-century President Fare in a 19th-century World?”  The Economist, November 8, 2008, p. 31.
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