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Resource of the 
Month 

Check it out! 

Achieve the Core 

@ 
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Elementary 
 
Report Cards  - CSS and RSS are in the process 
of transitioning to standards-based grading.  
Teachers and administration have been working 
to develop a report card that is comprehensive 
and standards-driven.  

CGI - The primary focus for professional 
development this year is preparing elementary teachers for Common Core Math 
through the lens of Cognitively Guided Instruction (CGI).  CGI is not a curriculum; 
rather it is a set of principles that guides how any math curriculum can be taught.  
Heavy emphasis is placed on problem-solving skills. 

Secondary 
 

Math - The Math Departments at both ESMS 
and ESHS are continuing to develop teaching 
practices and common assessments that align 
with Common Core State Standards through 
the methods of Math Learning By Design. 

iPads - The 1:1 iPad initiative is in full swing at 
both ESMS and ESHS.  Students and teachers 
alike are learning how iPads can be used in 
their classrooms as a tool for inquiry. 

IB – The International Baccalaureate program continues to be the focus at ESMS.  
Teachers are continuing to work with their departments to develop units of study 
that have common assessments that require Depth of Knowledge Levels 3 and 4. 

WASC Accreditation - ESHS is working to provide evidence that the school 
demonstrates the capacity, and commitment to support high-quality student 
learning and ongoing school improvement.  

Teacher-Developed Textbooks – A group of teachers, in various departments at 
ESHS, worked this summer to develop their own textbooks using the iBooks app; 
students are now accessing these entirely teacher-driven textbooks through iTunes 
University. 

District-Wide 
 
STEM - The district STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) Committee 
will be holding its second meeting this month to discuss a unified vision for STEM 
across the district.  A common focus among all grade levels and STEM subject areas 
will be the problem-solving process. Representatives are there from elementary and 
secondary.   



















