Connections to “Death of an Innocent”: McCandless’s Influences

W.H. Davies, The Autobiography of a Supertramp
Published in 1908, Davies’ autobiography describes his life as a “tramp”: a person who travels from place-to-place taking temporary jobs and gifts in order to survive. In these passages, he reflects on the tales he has told and ponders the meaning of his life and travels. Christopher McCandless would later refer to himself as “Alexander Supertramp” as a tribute to Davies.
"I am now giving my experiences honestly and truthfully, and thought for thought, if not word for word, as they happened. As a man whose ambition above all other things is to impress every one favourably, I have come to the conclusion that my work has been praised far more than its worth ... I am writing these experiences with a full knowledge of human nature, knowing that many people will remark: 'Take no heed of that man, for he has not a good word for any one or anything'; but, as far as my knowledge and experience goes it is the truth, and, if that seems false and sensational, it is no fault of mine. Certainly I have led a worthless, wandering and lazy life, with, in my early days, a strong dislike to continued labour, and incapacitated from the same in later years. No person seemed inclined to start me on the road to fame, but, as soon as I had made an audacious step or two, I was taken up, passed quickly On from stage to stage, and given free rides farther than I expected."

"Such has been my life, roiling unseen and un-noted, like a dark planet among the bright, and at last emitting a few rays of its own to show its whereabouts, which were kindly received by many and objected to by a few..."
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Your Assignment:

I. BRIEFLY DEFINE these vocabulary terms (Define the words in-context.  If you don’t know the words, look them up in the dictionary):

1. ambition
2. sensational

3. incapacitated
4. inclined

5. audacious

6. roil

II. WRITTEN RESPONSES: (You will also be asked to share your responses with the class)

1. Explain the meaning and overall message of the above text.

2. Describe how this text connects to the events and themes of McCandless’s story.
3. Cite specific quotations from the above text that would particularly appeal to McCandless, and describe why he would be drawn to those quotations.
Connections to “Death of an Innocent”: McCandless’s Influences
Henry David Thoreau, Walden
Thoreau was a leading transcendentalist, a philosophy which believes that life’s meaning comes from within the individual’s own mind and soul. This appealed to McCandless, who decided that he had to test himself in order to reach enlightenment. In Walden, Thoreau gives an account of living in a cabin and attempting to survive for two years on a small budget and little social interaction. In this passage, he discusses the role of the human mind and its relation to nature and the world as a whole.

"If one listens to the faintest but constant suggestions of his genius, which are certainly true, he sees not to what extremes, or even insanity, it may lead him; and yet that way, as he grows more resolute and faithful, his road lies. The faintest assured objection which one healthy man feels will at length prevail over the arguments and customs of mankind. No man ever followed his genius till it misled him. Though the result were bodily weakness, yet perhaps no one can say that the consequences were to be regretted, for these were a life in conformity to higher principles. If the day and the night are such that you greet them with joy, and life emits a fragrance like flowers and sweet-scented herbs, is more elastic, more starry, more immortal — that is your success. All nature is your congratulation, and you have cause momentarily to bless yourself. The greatest gains and values are farthest from being appreciated. We easily come to doubt if they exist. We soon forget them. They are the highest reality. Perhaps the facts most astounding and most real are never communicated by man to man. The true harvest of my daily life is somewhat as intangible and indescribable as the tints of morning or evening. It is a little star-dust caught, a segment of the rainbow which I have clutched."

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Your Assignment:

I. BRIEFLY DEFINE these vocabulary terms (Define the words in-context.  If you don’t know the words, look them up in the dictionary):
1. resolute

2. prevail

3. conformity

4. elastic

5. astounding

6. intangible

II. WRITTEN RESPONSES: (You will also be asked to share your responses with the class)

1. Explain the meaning and overall message of the above text.

2. Describe how this text connects to the events and themes of McCandless’s story.

3. Cite specific quotations from the above text that would particularly appeal to McCandless, and describe why he would be drawn to those quotations.
Connections to “Death of an Innocent”: McCandless’s Influences
Leo Tolstoy

Leo Tolstoy was a nineteenth century Russian novelist whose works influenced McCandless because of their realism and the way his characters often questioned life in society. The passage from “Family Happiness” is from a dialogue in which one character tells the woman he loves that he has had a sudden realization of what he wants in life. The scene from Anna Karenina depicts a young man’s struggle with a life that he is not satisfied with. 
From "Family Happiness"
I have lived through much, and now I think I have found what is needed for happiness. A quiet secluded life in the country, with the possibility of being useful to people to whom it is easy to do good, and who are not accustomed to have it done to them; then work which one hopes may be of some use; then rest, nature, books, music, love for one’s neighbor — such is my idea of happiness.

From Anna Karenina

"The study was slowly lit up by the candle that was brought. Familiar details emerged: deer's antlers, shelves of books, the back of the stove with a vent that had long been in need of repair, his father's sofa, the big desk, an open book on the desk, a broken ashtray, a notebook with his handwriting. When he saw it all, he was overcome by a momentary doubt of the possibility of setting up that new life he had dreamed of on the way. All these traces of his life seemed to seize hold of him and say to him: 'No, you won't escape us and be different, you'll be the same as you were: with doubts, an eternal dissatisfaction with yourself, vain attempts to improve, and failures, and an eternal expectation of the happiness that has eluded you and is not possible for you.'"
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Your Assignment:

I. BRIEFLY DEFINE these vocabulary terms (Define the words in-context.  If you don’t know the words, look them up in the dictionary):

1. secluded
2. accustomed
3. traces
4. seize

5. vain

6. elude
1. Explain the texts and the overall message of the works.

2. How do these pieces connect to the events and themes of the article?

3. How might the messages in these texts have influenced McCandless? Cite the specific parts and describe how they could have related to McCandless.
