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SCES Newsletter 

Serrania’s motto: 

Inspiration, 

 Imagination, 

 Innovation 

December 2013  

Serrania Charter for Enriched Studies  • 5014 Serrania Ave  Woodland Hills, CA 91364 •  (818) 340-6700 • www.SerraniaAvenue.org 

The Suns Win Gold              

2nd Year in a Row!  
 

Our fifth-grade ballroom dance team won gold medals at the          

November 6 Dancing Classrooms competition. Twelve Los     

Angeles dance teams met to compete in five classic ballroom 

dances:  the Foxtrot, Tango, Merengue, Rumba, and Swing. Our 

dancers wowed the judges with their focused and elegant moves 

and their sheer joy of dancing. 

Friends of Serrania generously sponsored the Dancing           

Classrooms program which involved all 112 fifth grade students.  

Students learned six ballroom dances which transformed       

classroom and social behavior on the playground. Twelve        

students were chosen to represent Serrania at the city-wide  

competition. Congratulations to Serrania’s “Team Yellow” 

coached by fifth grade teacher Laurie Rodstein: team captains 

Bianca Baguio and Sid Dutta, dance teams of Roy Avidan, Evan 

Clark, Aloani Duncan, Devin Hardy, Lia Hassas, Gabriella      

Jacobsen, Erica Medina, Temaj Tucker, Mela Walker, and  

Jaylan Wesley.  

A big thank you to the local girl scout troop and several Serrania 

families who came dressed in yellow, holding signs to cheer on 

and rejoice with our terrific team! You may next see their        

fabulous dancing skills and come root them on May 28 at the 

Civital School of Leadership at 1200 W.Colton St. Los Angeles. 

More details forthcoming. 

Congratulations to our 5th grade                    

Ballroom Dance Team 
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After hours of hard work and artistry, our beautiful “Wall of Sunshine”       
mural is finally complete! 

A tremendous THANK YOU goes out to Vinnie Cacciotti (4th and 2nd grade 
dad) for generously donating his time and immense talent to create our  
amazing new mural! 

Our beautiful, new mural recognizes the generous families who have       
contributed to our "Shine on Serrania" annual giving campaign. These     
donations support the enrichment programs enjoyed by all of our students 
including P.E., music, art, dance, technology, teacher aides, Accelerated 
Reader, and campus beautification. Our mural is a small token of big       
appreciation to the families who have made a donation so far!  

Families who donate $25 or more will be recognized with their name on a 
sun placed on the “Wall of Sunshine.” If you've already given, look for your 
family's sun now on the mural. Help us reach our goal of 100% family      
participation. Donate TODAY online at www.serraniaavenue.org or use a 
form in the office. Your light helps us grow! 

Shine on Serrania “Wall of Sunshine” 

Early Bird Special  

2013-2014 Yearbooks  

Order Yours NOW! 

Soft Cover $22.00 

Hard Cover $27.00 

Orders must be received by : December  20 

(Regular yearbook price Soft Cover $26/ Hard 

Cover $31)  

Don’t Miss Out 

Cash or Checks payable to: Serrania Charter 

and turn it to the office 

Order Your Yearbook Today 

Winter Performance 
 Please come see your child sing  in the winter performance. 

 

 

Winter performances are  scheduled for  8:30a.m—10:00a.m 

Wednesday, Dec. 18th  - A-I 

Thursday, Dec 19th  -J-P 

Friday, Dec 20th  - Q-Z 
 

All three shows are the same. Performances will be held in the school auditorium. 

Please attend according to the first letter in you last name. 

Wondering what to do with all your old 

computers, TV’s, printers, and other  

assorted electronic equipment? We’ve 

got the answer.  Just gather them all and 

join us on January 18th for the Serrania 

Charter Third Annual E-Waste        

Collection Drive. (Special Notice: If 

you wish to drop off any items prior to the drive, please   

contact James Riley at whoriley@prodigy.net to arrange  

early drop off). 

Working together for the third straight year with the Rotary 

of Tarzana and Encino, we’re hoping to assist our entire   

Serrania family to responsibly recycle or dispose of all of 

your old, broken or unwanted e-waste.  

So please save your old electronics for donation and you can 

help earn dollars for our school!   

E-Waste  Collection Drive 
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Halloween Craft Night 

Halloween Costume and Candy Donations A Huge 

Hit for a Local Shelter and Our Troops! 

Though some might believe that scary costumes and loads of free candy is what Halloween is 

all about, thanks to SCES’ “Kids In the Community,” our school knows the truth: Halloween 

is about giving!  

This Halloween season we collected over 100 costumes and literally hundreds of pounds of 

candy! All of the costumes and half of the candy were taken to Haven Hills Shelter where 

they were put to great use putting smiles on children's faces and helping deserving families 

enjoy fun Halloween festivities. The other half of the candy was sent to our brave troops in 

the military, hoping to brighten their day with a little sugar rush!  

Thank you so much to all of the SCES families who participated in our annual Costume and 

Candy Drive! Your generosity shines brightly on our community! 

On October 25, Serrania’s auditorium and teacher’s lounge were  

transformed into a Halloween craft wonderland!  An estimated 150 

princesses, Minions, dinosaurs and more came out to celebrate the 

evening and participate in a variety of Halloween inspired activities.  

Approximately $800 was raised  for Serrania’s enrichment programs 

as participants were haunted by Halloween music and crafted ghostly 

lollipops, Halloween bracelets, pinwheels, scratch art, masks, treat 

bags, and ghouly goo!  Even the youngest ‘tricksters’ participated with 

amazing pumpkin coloring pages.  Favorite toppings were placed on 

delicious caramel apples, cupcakes were decorated, and a variety of 

treats rounded out this spooktacular evening!  Our fabulous photogra-

phers, Amy Klosterman and Jodye Alcon took candids of the event and 

photos of our costumed party-goers in front of the Halloween screen!  

Lisa Hassas and Jessica Gillearn, co-chairs for the event, provided us 

with this fun-filled evening.   

Thank you to the following volunteers, as well as the many others, who 

worked to make this evening run so smoothly: 

Christine and George Guerra, Elizabeth Freeman, Asia Mape, Shannon 

Hall, Mary Caccioti,  Wendy Salazar, Miko and Jim Riley, Amy 

Klosterman, Amy Lichtenstein, Lucia Downey, Monique Torres, Lia 

and Roya Hassas, Rachel, Dominie Till, Emily and Lauri Aud, Karen 

Solari, Lesa Glucroft, and Jennifer Termini. 
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Behind the Scenes at Serrania! 
Ever wonder what goes on ‘Behind the Scenes’ of our special school? Well you’re not alone… so we thought this would be a 

great opportunity to highlight some of Serrania’s fantastic teachers and staff – the people who work so hard every day to 

make sure SCES remains the wonderful place we all love. In this issue, we’re going to visit with Carol Blackwood and Ernie 

Bassinger our school’s crossing guards who work tirelessly to help keep our kids safe on their  way to and from school. Thank 

you Carol and Ernie for all you do!!! 

Ernie Baysinger –Crossing Guard 

Before Serrania… Ernie Baysinger, a fixture at Serrania 

since June 2008, was an alternate crossing guard at 15 other      

locations, before becoming a permanent part of the Serrania     

family. Before becoming a crossing guard, Ernie owned his own 

landscaping business for 42 years.  

At Work... Ernie’s day starts when he arrives at Serrania early 

each morning and spends the first 10 minutes catching up on all 

his favorite LA sports teams. He then puts on his crossing guard 

gear, sets his cones and his chair out and grabs his broom to sweep 

the leaves off to clear the path for pedestrians. Finally, he makes 

sure everyone crosses safely on their way to and from school. 

Best part of the job….The best part of being at Serrania 

Ernie says is seeing all the smiling faces of the beautiful children.  

“They make my day, and when they are sick or I am not there, it’s 

not the same.” 

A Helper...Ernie also shared that each morning “when I finish 

at 8:30 am, I enjoy walking over across the street to the home of 

my friends.  I have coffee with them, and help out with anything 

they may need.” In addition to his work as a crossing guard, Ernie 

also enjoys helping out at Serrania whenever he can. He helps   

water the trees on Quedo, and supports Serrania by bringing his 

family to all our fundraisers.  He has even gone as far as applying 

for a “Serrania” themed personalized license plate for his car. “To 

my surprise they were available. I will be a part of Serrania, even 

after I retire from the crossing guard department!”  

In his Spare Time… In addition to his work at Serrania, 

Ernie still finds time to do landscaping projects. When he’s not 

working on a project, you can find him tending to his own garden.  

Ernie also enjoys collecting hot wheels, baseball cards, stamps, and 

anything that has to do with Mickey Mouse! 

Carol Blackwood - Crossing Guard  

Carol, who works for the L.A. Department of               

Transportation, has been a Crossing Guard at Serrania for the 

past 7 years and is stationed by the school’s main entrance. 

At work…Carol’s day starts quite early at 7:10 am each 

morning. She sets up the cones in the red zone and stops  

traffic for the kids so that they can get safely across the street.   

In Her Spare Time…When not at work, Carol loves to 

tend to her vegetable garden, walk her dogs and read       

cookbooks. 

Best Part of the Job…The best part of Carol’s job is 

that she gets to meet new kids each year and follow them 

from grade to grade, watching them grow up from               

kindergarten until they graduate. “It’s such a great thing, “ 

Carol says. “Sometimes the kids are upset when the parents 

drop them off. I tell them that it’s going to be ok. One day a 

little girl was crying. The next day I saw her and she said she 

was sorry that she was upset. It put a smile on my face. There 

was also this one child that would always find something to 

compliment me on – everyday. That really makes my day!”   

One of Carol’s funniest moments came when she had to miss 

work and someone else temporarily took her place. When she 

returned the next day, a boy asked her where she’d been. “He 

said he was looking for me, and that I was not    allowed to 

miss a day at school! He started to cry. I then    realized how 

attached some of these kids are. I now try not to make my 

appointments during days that I have to work.”   Carol says 

the parents are also great. “They treat me like part of their 

family. I love Serrania because I am treated with   respect and 

appreciation.”    
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Accelerated  

Reader 
Accelerated Reader (AR) is our Friends of Serrania (FOS) funded online reading      

comprehension program that develops fluency, vocabulary, and a love of read-

ing. Students read a book, independently take a quiz at school, and earn points for 

awards and prizes.  Thanks to this fabulous program, 93% of our 1st thru 5th grade    

students have taken nearly 3,500 quizzes by the end of October.  152 students met their 

October goal, up from 75 last month.  December Points will be tallied on the 18th of the 

month.  

Each month five classes are recognized for their growth and success. The following   

classes worked hard to meet their goals in October: Ms. Kerr, Ms. Sanchez, Ms. Ellis, 

Ms. Czigler, and Mrs. Hakobian. Each month, individual student goals are tracked and 

are then recognized for their success. Quizzes can be taken in class, the library, and 

computer lab.  The computer lab is open Monday thru Thursday for 30 minutes after 

school for AR quizzing.   Read a book, take a quiz, and race to reading success! 

If you’re looking for books for your child, visit ARbookFind.com.  Books can be sorted 

by title, author, topics and reading level.  It’s an amazing resource if you’re looking for 

something new to read.  For December, let’s continue our focus on Helping and Positive 

Behavior.  

  

Finally, while kindergarten students aren’t yet eligible, there are some activities       

available for them. For more information, please ask your teacher or visit                     

SerraniaAvenue.org.  Click on Accelerated Reader Home Connect for information on 

your child’s AR quiz progress. 

 Remember… Readers are Leaders! 

Back by popular demand, we are happy to announce that our annual Serrania Spellathon is scheduled 

for December 6th. Sponsorship forms and information went home already but they are also available 

in the office.  There’s plenty of time to get involved, raise money and qualify to win amazing individual 

and class prizes!  Don't miss out on winning a prize from the prize booth!  The top student will win a 

$150 gift card to Westfield Malls - to spend on whatever game, toy, item they wish!  

This great event is always fun for students, puts a spotlight on all our talented kids and raises money 

for the school that helps fund our terrific enrichment programs, including; Music, Ballroom Dancing, 

Accelerated Reader, Technology-Labs, PE, and more! 

Be sure to ask your friends, family and neighbors to join us for this great event! 

Behind the Scenes at Serrania! 

 How Do You Spell Serrania Spellathon? 

S-U-C-C-E-S-S! 

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT SERRANIAAVENUE.ORG 
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Active Bodies and Healthy Brains: Children’s Exercise, Eating 

and Sleeping Habits By Ryan Rosen, Director, Camp Kinneret Summer Day Camp, 

ryan@campkinneret.com, @campk_ry 

Helping your child develop healthy habits will make a lasting impact on their lives. It takes 15 
days for something to become a habit. Children will push back, but if you know these things 
are important to you, don’t give up. Keep trying. It will payoff.  

Food is one of the few areas where children have control. Don’t worry, your child won’t go 
hungry if they don’t like what you serve. They might push back at first, but they will eventually 
try it. My wife had a rule growing up: “You don’t have to like it, but you do have to try it.” This 
is a great motto to use, especially when it comes to food. Encourage your child to try. Don’t 
force them to eat everything, but require them to try it each time it is on their plate. It will take 
a few times of trying new foods to develop a taste for them, so keep encouraging them.  

Sleep is another opportunity for children to have control. Develop and stick to a weekday    
routine (Sunday-Thursday) so they know what is coming. Kids 6-14 years-old need 10-14 
hours of sleep a night to perform at their best. Have dinner early enough so that there is   
plenty of time between dinner and bedtime. Plan some quiet activity like reading every night 
before getting ready for bed (TV is a stimulant!) This will help your children transition and get 
ready for bedtime.   

When it comes to exercise, make it a part of your routine. Playing outside is great for children 
but when they can’t do that anymore, then what? Help them learn what it means to exercise. 
Consider an after dinner walk for 30 minutes. It’s a great way to spend time as a family and 
use up some of that energy before bed!  

In the end, it all comes back to you, the parent. Consider your habits and where they came 
from. Now think about what habits you are helping your child develop. Hang in there, change 
can be a challenge. You have the power to help your children develop healthy lifestyles. 

Ryan is a Serrania Charter volunteer who facilitated our recent parent seminar series about 
this important topic. He is the director of Camp Kinneret Summer Day Camp,                 
campkinneret.com, ryan@campkinneret.com  @campk_ry  

FREE PARENTING 

SEMINAR SERIES 

Don’t forget to attend 

these FREE Seminars.  

Seminars  are open to 

every-one and feature 

volunteer professional 

facilitators at every meet-

ing.  The seminars are a 

place for parents to dis-

cuss relevant topics and 

share ideas and strate-

gies. 

• 8 a.m., Tues, Dec. 3 

Best Friends, Frenemies 

and Socialization 

• 8 a.m., Tues, Jan. 21 

Divorce, Separation and 

Healthy Parenting 

• 8 a.m., Tues, Feb. 4 

How to Work with Forget-

fulness 

• 8 a.m., Tues, March 4 

Raising Happy, Healthy 

Children without Siblings 

• 8 a.m., Tues, April 1 

When Do I Need to Seek 

Help for My Child's 

Speech, Language, or 

Hearing? 

• 8 a.m., Tues, May 6 

Raising Confident, Re-

spectful, Happy Children 

 

Any Questions?                 

 Andy Weisser: 

aweisser@earthlink.net 

The Suns Get Greener 

Serrania students are building on our green efforts and 

working to help Los Angeles become a ‘zero-waste’ city. 

The problem? Our landfills are getting full of trash too 

quickly because people are throwing the wrong things 

into the wrong bins. 
 

This November, all of Serrania’s 3rd, 4th and 5th grade stu-

dents learned more about the three “R’s” Reduce, Reuse 

and Recycle through classroom presentations from the 

City of Los Angeles / Los Angeles Unified School District Recycling Program. 
 

Students discussed what should and should not go into black bins, blue bins and green bins. 

Black bins are for trash (like pet waste and diapers). Anything in a black bin goes to the land-

fill. Blue bins are only for items like clean paper, plastic, cardboard, metal, glass, styrofoam, 

empty milk and juice cartons and clean parts of pizza boxes. Blue bin contents are sent to 

recycling centers to turn old things into new things. Green bins are for fruit and vegetable 

remnants (without any other ingredients) such as banana, potato and orange peels and apple 

cores as well as branches, leaves and grass. These ingredients become compost to help other 

plants grow. 
 

Lastly, students were reminded that ‘e-waste’ (electronic waste), such as old televisions and 

computers, do NOT go in any of these bins. As part of this greening effort, we’ll be hosting an 

e-waste drive on Saturday, January 18 – so save your old radios, TVs, computers and all   

other electronic waste and bring it to Serrania Charter… and together we can help ensure 

that Los Angeles becomes a ‘zero-waste’ city! 
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Ruby’s Diner 
 

Wednesday, December 11,  2013 – 4:00 – 9:00 PM 

6100 Topanga Canyon, Woodland Hills 

(818) 340-7829 

COME HUNGRY... LEAVE HAPPY!!!!! 

 
20% of your bill will go directly to supporting Serrania. 

We made over $280 on our last restaurant night at Red Robin.  Go Serrania! 

 

OUR NEXT RESTAURANT NIGHT IS AT  

Campus Cleanup 

On October 19th a small army of Serrania families joined forces to plant, clean, dig, and paint around our 

campus – the latest in the continuing effort to help make the campus of Serrania Charter for Enriched 

Studies a truly beautiful part of our community. It's been wonderful to see all the progress over the past 

few years. In that time, more than 100 trees and shrubs have been planted, several beautiful new  murals 

added and existing artwork refreshed to further inspire our students. These efforts prove that it truly 

takes a village to raise our kids, and the Serrania Green Team is proud to have an energetic and           

committed mix of parents, students and staff involved in our beautification activities. A special word of 

thanks goes out to the parent volunteers who stepped up to lead the day: Jennifer Termini, Heather   

Olson and Christine Guerra. 

Recently, more than 40 Serrania friends and family members worked on our “honey do” list, making 

great progress across the campus but most especially in the outdoor garden. Located in the teachers’   

parking lot, the outdoor garden had become so overgrown that the gates couldn’t be opened. Today, it’s 

been transformed into a space we can all be proud of. The walkways are clear, the weeds pulled, trees 

trimmed and trash hauled away. Best of all, it’s ready for a responsible student gardening team to take 

charge. Additionally, trash was collected from all over the campus, including a large number of lost 

items… “recoverable” in the lost and found.  Next, thanks to the hard work of volunteers lead by neighbor 

John Goetz, the trees along Quedo have been re-staked and tended. Finally, the Kindergarten area was 

swept, benches washed and de-spider webbed.  While we accomplished much there’s more we want to 

get done. 

Knowing that more bodies makes for lighter work, we’re always on the lookout for additional help. If 

you’d like to volunteer, our next campus clean-up day is Saturday, January 18 (same day as campus            

e-waste event). 

In addition to these official events, there are a number of smaller, everyday jobs that we’re always       

looking for help to complete. Trash pick-up is a constant chore, as is pulling weeds. These tasks can be      

accomplished a bit at a time by volunteering just a few minutes after drop-off in the mornings. Our team 

has tackled a number of other projects, including a cafeteria recycling program, back-pack racks for our 

classrooms, and better hose storage.  It's gratifying to look back and see the progress we’ve made – 

thanks to the hard work and enthusiasm of the hundreds of people who have helped beautify our        

campus. Please lend a hand and help us keep Serrania shining.  
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Box Tops for Education 

Congratulations Serrania! We just sent in our 

first batch of box tops and earned over $250 for 

our school!!  Thank you to all those who sent in their box tops, as 

well as the volunteers who helped make it happen:  Jackie Cisne-

ros, Marina Volodchenkova, and Jessica Campbell.  Lauri Aud is 

the coordinator this year.  If you have any questions, please contact 

her at:  lauriaud@sbcglobal.net or 818-703-8238.   

We are giving out treat coupons for every 10 Box Tops received to 

make it even more fun for the kids!  We are continually making 

improvements as we go, so please be patient if different coupons 

have different rewards! 

Remember, you can find qualifying ‘Box Tops’ labels on many 

packaged products in your grocery aisle!  They’re worth 10 cents 

each when redeemed, and the money goes directly to our school!    

What Can You Do?   

Cut out official Box Tops and send them in! To qualify for the re-

wards, they must say “Official Coupon” at the top, and have the 

expiration date attached! See Example Above. 

Program Details 

Place Box Tops in a baggie or envelope, OR paste them onto one of 

the coupon flyers that are sent home each week or found at the pro-

gram website:  http://

www.boxtops4education.com  

(Please note: When we send in the box 

tops we take them off the flyers to put in 

baggies so it’s easiest for our parent     

volunteers if they are not glued/taped on! Thank you for your    

cooperation). 

Important:  IF you would like your child to get credit for their box 

tops, PLEASE write their First AND Last name AND room number 

or teacher’s name on the baggie / envelope!!!  We CANNOT give 

credit to children whose names and room numbers we DON’T 

HAVE!!! We want all children to get credit for their good deeds, so 

please help out! 

Prefer to shop on-line? Great, you can still take part. Simply visit 

http://www.boxtops4education.com, choose a store, click on 

its logo and shop as usual. They have special links to participating 

stores that enable your school to be credited with ‘eBoxTops®’ 

when you make a purchase. Remember, this is at no additional cost 

to you. 

Finally, we are also collecting ‘Labels for Education’ which can be 

found on Campbell’s soup, Goldfish, and various other products.  

Please send them in the same as listed above.  More information 

about this program will be available soon! 

 


