Samuel Myovich

HL History II
Fall 2013
Plan of Investigation:  Due 9/11/2013
The first assignment in the Higher Level History class is a 150-200 word Plan of Investigation.  This plan should also include an annotated bibliography, which is NOT part of the word count.  This assignment will be due on September 11.    This assignment is worth 5% of your semester grade and may also influence your participation grade. 
The Plan of Investigation should include:
· A clear and concise statement of the research question. 

· A concise statement of the scope of the investigation that clearly indicates the
· time frame (when)

· major figures (who)

· key events and issues addressed (what)
· The purpose of this study in relation to the established historiography on this topic. (why)
· The principal sources used to examine the question (how)
· The organizational structure (thematic, chronological, geographic)

The Annotated Bibliography should include:

· At least ten entries taken from any one or combination of the following:

· Historical monographs (at least three)
· Edited collections of essays

· Primary sources

· Edited collections of primary sources

· Articles from Academic Journals (at least two)
· The annotations should each be at least 100 words but not exceed 200 words.  This word count does not include the bibliographic data.

· The annotation should include.

· The author’s qualifications (biographical information).

· The author’s Point of View (if available or known)

· The author’s research question.

· The time frame, major figures, key events, and issues covered.

· The author’s key sources and method(s). 

· The major findings and contributions to historiography.

· Here is a sample annotated bibliography:

Ferguson, Niall.  The War of the World:  Twentieth-Century Conflict and the Descent of the West.   New York:  Penguin.  2006.
Niall Ferguson is the Lawrence Tisch Professor of History at Harvard University as well as a Senior Research Scholar at Jesus College, Oxford University.  Ferguson is a noted conservative scholar famous for his contrarian viewpoints and use of counterfactual argumentation.  This monograph engages well-known themes of Twentieth-Century European and colonial history in a characteristically innovative manner.  Those themes are the decline of empires, economic volatility, and ethnic conflict.  This volume is largely a synthesis of recent economic and demographic scholarship that allows Ferguson to shed new light on the established historiography for this topic.  It also revives themes famously proffered by Oswald Spengler.  This ambitious work focuses primarily on the causes and consequences of the two World Wars.  His major findings include an assertion of the primacy of military policy in causing the outbreak of World War I and an affirmation of the significance of Allied strategic bombing in causing the collapse of Nazi Germany. (163 words)
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