Westerberg, English 5-6 H

THE SCARLET LETTER

Period 6 Study Guide

Directions: Be prepared to respond to four or five of the following prompts. You may mark your books and take notes on this form, but you may not write full responses until the day of the exam. Support your answers with textual detail whenever possible. 
APPLICATION

· Read the article “Edwards Admits He Fathered Girl with Mistress” at http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/22/us/politics/22edwards.html. How might Hawthorne’s Puritan colony deal with a member of its community who, involved in a scandal, conducted himself as Edwards did? Should Edwards’ personal life be exposed to the public or in any way affect his political career? What might Hawthorne’s opinion be?

· Read the article “Social networks bring us closer to isolation” at http://articles.latimes.com/2010/oct/05/local/la-me-banks-20101005. Apply the author’s opinion regarding the dangers of the rapid development of technology in communication. How does the public nature of social networks serve to create a community like the one Hawthorne criticizes and what might be similar between Hawthorne and Banks’ opinion on human nature?


ANALYSIS

· Analyze the use of the following symbol ________________.  Cite specific occurrences, how the symbol changes throughout the course of the story, and what thematic statement the symbol might represent.  

· "The minister felt for the child's other hand, and took it. The moment he did so, there came what seemed a tumultuous rush of new life, other than is own, pouring like a torrent into his heart, and hurrying through all this veins, as if the mother and the child were communicating their vital warmth to his half-torpid system. The three formed an electric chain." (pg. 142) Analyze the significance of this passage by connecting it to the novel’s characters, setting, and theme.
· "’What a strange, sad man is he!’ said the child, as if speaking partly to herself. ‘In the dark night-time he calls us to him, and holds thy hand and mine, as when we stood with him on the scaffold yonder. And in the deep forest, where only the old trees can hear, and the strip of sky see it, he talks with thee, sitting on a heap of moss! And he kisses my forehead, too, so that the little brook would hardly wash it off! But here, in the sunny day, and among all the people, he knows us not; nor must we know him! A strange, sad man is he, with his hand always over his heart!’” (Pg. 205)  Analyze this passage in terms setting, character, and theme.
 

· Analyze the change in Dimmesdale from before his talk with Hester in the woods to after when he reenters the marketplace. Discuss the causes of this change and address how it reflects the core ideas of the novel.

  
· Outline the differences between society's reaction to Hester's guilt and its reaction to Dimmesdale's. How do these differences add meaning to the book and what conclusions can you draw regarding Hawthorne’s opinions of the Puritans?
 
· "No man for any considerable period can wear one face to himself and another to the multitude, without finally getting bewildered as to which may be the true."    Analyze the significance of this statement, how it relates to Hester and Chillingworth (cite textual details), and how it relates to the central ideas of the novel.

· Investigate Pearl's change of attitude towards Dimmesdale. Explain how she reacts after his confession and the transformation of character she undergoes. What is the allegorical significance of this transformation? Cite evidence.
SYNTHESIS

· If Chillingworth had never arrived at the Massachusetts Bay Colony, how would Dimmesdale’s personal penance be different? Do you think he would confess earlier? Explain.

 

· Without altering the central themes of the novel, create a new ending in which Hester, Dimmesdale, and Pearl successfully make it to Europe. Summarize this ending in one or two paragraphs.
 

EVALUATION

· Evaluate whether or not Dimmesdale's reasons for wanting to keep his affair with Hester a secret for so long are justifiable. What conclusions do you draw about his character? Cite specific textual details.
  
· Would you recommend this novel to others? Why or why not? Draw upon reason related to plot, character, setting, theme, and/or style.
· Who commits the worst sin in the novel?  Why do you believe this is the case?  

· Compare and contrast the ways Hester and Dimmesdale cope with their guilt?  How do these differing methods affect their place in society, their physical appearance, and their emotional well being?  Which method ultimately seems to be more effective?  (Analysis/Evaluation).

