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58 Unit 7, Chapter 26

Name Date

CHAPTER PRIMARY SOURCE from “A Bridge to the Future”
by Bill Clinton

On August 29, 1996, President Clinton accepted the Democratic Party’s nomination to
run for a second term as president. As you read this excerpt from his acceptance
speech at the Democratic National Convention, think about his vision of the future.

Section 1

My fellow Americans, this must be, this must
be a campaign of ideas, not a campaign of

insults. The American people deserve it.
Now, here’s the main idea. I love and revere the

rich and proud history of America. And I am deter-
mined to take our best traditions into the future. But
with all respect, we do not need to build a bridge to
the past. We need to build a bridge to the future.

And that is what I commit to you to do.
So tonight, let us resolve to build that bridge to

the 21st century, to meet our challenges and pro-
tect our values.

Let us build a bridge to help our parents raise
their children, to help young people and adults to
get the education and training they need, to make
our streets safer, to help Americans succeed at
home and at work, to break the cycle of poverty
and dependence, to protect our environment for
generations to come, and to maintain our world
leadership for peace and freedom.

Let us reserve to build that bridge.
Tonight, my fellow Americans, I ask all of our

fellow citizens to join me and to join you in build-
ing that bridge to the 21st century.

Four years from now, just four years from now,
think of it. We begin a new century full of enormous
possibilities. We have to give the American people
the tools they need to make the most of their God-
given potential. We must make the basic bargain of
opportunity and responsibility available to all
Americans, not just a few. That is the promise of the
Democratic Party, that is the promise of America.

I want to build a bridge to the 21st century in
which we expand opportunity through education.

Where computers are as much a part of the
classroom as blackboards. Where highly trained
teachers demand peak performance from their stu-
dents. Where every eight-year-old can point to a
book and say I can read it myself.

By the year 2000 the single most critical thing
we can do is to give every single American who
wants, the chance to go to college.

We must make two years of college just as uni-
versal in four years as a high school education is
today. And we can do it.

I want to build a bridge to the 21st century in
which we create a strong and growing economy to
preserve the legacy of opportunity for the next gen-
eration by balancing our budget in a way that pro-
tects our values and ensuring that every family will
be able to own and protect the value of their most
important asset, their home.

Tonight, let us proclaim to the American people
we will balance the budget, and let us also proclaim
we will do it in a way that preserves Medicare,
Medicaid, education, the environment, the integrity
of our pensions, the strength of our people.

Now, last year when the Republican Congress
sent me a budget that violated those values and prin-
ciples, I vetoed it, and I would do it again tomorrow.

I could never allow cuts that devastate educa-
tion for our children, that pollute our environment,
that end the guarantee of health care for those who
are served under Medicaid, that end our duty or
violate our duty to our parents through Medicare. I
just couldn’t do that.

As long as I’m president, it’ll never happen.
And it doesn’t matter, it doesn’t matter if they try

again, as they did before, to use the blackmail threat
of a shutdown of the federal government to force
these things on the American people. We didn’t let it
happen before. We won’t let it happen again.

from Vital Speeches of the Day, Vol. LXII, No. 23
(September 15, 1996).

Discussion Questions
1. How does President Clinton propose to expand

opportunities in the 21st century?
2. What challenges does he think must be met?
3. Why does Clinton say he vetoed the budget sent

to him by the Republican Congress?
4. What American values and traditions do you

think will help the United States “build a bridge
to the future”?
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