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SCIENCE DEPARTMENT

PHYSICAL SCIENCE LABORATORY REGULATIONS

EXPLANATION

The following regulations have been compiled for the safety of students receiving instructions in the physical science laboratories of the Los Angeles City Schools and a STRICT OBSERVANCE OF THE SAME IS MANDATORY.

Please read the following regulations, sign the statement below, and return to the instructor before starting any laboratory activity. Keep the copy of the regulations always available for reference.

GENERAL RULES

1. An instructor is required to be present during the performance of all laboratory work.

2. Follow directions exactly as given.
3. Perform all experiments carefully and in such manner as to insure safety to all persons.

4. Perform ONLY those experiments specifically designated or approved by the instructor. Unauthorized experimentation will not be tolerated.

5. ALWAYS use small quantities of materials, unless specifically directed by the instructor to use larger amounts.

6. Protect your clothing from chemicals. Clothes may be protected by a laboratory apron.

7. In case of ANY ACCIDENT, REPORT TO THE INSTRUCTOR AT ONCE.

HANDLING EQUIPMENT

1. Be sure all containers such as test tubes, beakers, and flasks are clean before using. Material left in con​tainers from a previous experiment may cause errors in new experiments or may cause an explosion.

2. Never force glass tubing into or out of stoppers.

3. Before cutting, heating, or using glass tubing, secure proper instructions from the instructor.

4. Before heating any apparatus, be sure all tubing and outlets are open.

5. Never point the mouth of a test tube toward your face or toward your neighbor while you are heating it.

6. Always slant a test tube when heating it and apply heat along the test tube.

7. 
All waste chemicals should be disposed of as directed by the instructor. Never return unused chemicals to supply containers.

8. Never taste or drink anything in the laboratory unless specifically directed to do so by the instructor.

9. Never drink out of laboratory glassware.

10. Do not pass your hand or arm over a lighted burner.

11. Always turn off burners when not in use.

(Over)

________________________________________________________________________________________________

STUDENT'S STATEMENT

THIS IS TO CERTIFY that I have read the Physical Science Laboratory Regulations as prescribed by the Los Angeles City Board of Education, and hereby agree to abide by them at all times while in the laboratory.

Name of Student_______________________________________________ Period _____________  Date______________________
Address_____________________________________________________________________________________________(optional)
HANDLING CHEMICALS

1. In case of burn from an acid, wash immediately with plenty of running water, then report to the instructor at once.

2. In case of an alkali burn (sodium or potassium hydroxide), wash immediately with plenty of running water, and then report to the instructor at once.

3. Never heat or bring near a flame gasoline, ether, carbon disulfide, alcohol, or other volatile, inflammable liquids.

4. Poisonous gases such as chlorine, hydrogen sulfide, carbon monoxide, nitrogen peroxide, etc., must be generated in a fume hood equipped with suction draft and ONLY UNDER THE DIRECT SUPERVISION OF THE INSTRUCTOR.

5. Never add water to an acid (especially sulfuric acid), but cautiously add ACID TO THE WATER with constant stirring.

6. Never use concentrated acids unless specifically directed to do so by the instructor.

7. Never handle dangerous chemicals such as metallic sodium, potassium, red or white phosphorous. THESE MUST BE USED ONLY IN DEMONSTRATION BY THE INSTRUCTOR.

8. Never make explosive compounds or mixtures. Potassium chlorate must be used ONLY IN DEMONSTRATIONS BY THE INSTRUCTOR.

9. The preparation of a supersaturated solution of sodium thiosulfate (hypo) must be done ONLY AS A DEMONSTRATION BY THE INSTRUCTOR.

10. Explosive gases such as carbon monoxide, hydrogen, and acetylene must be generated ONLY UNDER THE DIRECT SUPERVISION OF THE INSTRUCTOR.

11. The phrase "under the direct supervision of the instructor" means in the presence of, and under direct observance of the instructor during the entire operation of the experiment.

THESE REGULATIONS ARE TO BE FOLLOWED IN THE LOS ANGELES CITY SCHOOLS RATHER THAN ANY CONFLICTING INSTRUCTIONS IN TEXTBOOKS OR LABORATORY MANUALS.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PARENT'S OR GUARDIAN'S STATEMENT

I have read the foregoing and hereby pledge my cooperation in urging that

____________________________________________________________ observes the safety instructions set forth above.

                                                         Name of Student
____________________________________________________________________________ Date __________________________

                                                              Signature of Parent or Guardian
