English 1-2, Ms. Chen, Mira Costa High School. 
2010-11 Outside Reading Requirement. 

The following list of books will be used for the three books students must read between now and the conclusion of school in June. For the outside reading book which must be read by the end of Thanksgiving Break, students must e-mail the title they intend to read. (schen@mbusd.org)— The following list contains the books selected from the California Department of Education website which will be used for each outside reading assignment. Many other books are also available at the website mentioned above-- http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/rl/ll/index.asp if you would like to request a book from the extended list, please request it via e-mail.
Click on “Recommended Literature Search” for access to hundreds of titles. I have culled from that list works which seem interesting and relevant to our students and with which I am personally familiar from my own reading. 

1. The Temple of the Golden Pavilion. Yukio Mishima-Based on an actual event, an obsessed young man destroys that which he perceives as beautiful. This novel is both symbolic and historically accurate. This book was published for an adult readership and thus contains mature content. Before handing the text to a child, educators and parents should read the book and know the child.
2. Rain of Gold. Victor Villasenor. The parallel stories of two families in two countries, Mexico and the United States, are woven together in this historical novel. The reader experiences the Mexican Revolution, immigration to the United States, migrant camps, and prohibition. This book was published for an adult readership and thus contains mature content. Before handing the text to a child, educators and parents should read the book and know the child. 

3. Stone Cutter. Leander Watts-Albion Straight's talent is recognized by three strangers who enter the stonecutter's shop where he is apprenticed. Not yet a master, he is engaged by the strange men to work at Goodspell, a mansion isolated in the woods. He is made to promise not to leave until the work is done. His unease grows as he begins work on a memorial to the mansion owner's deceased wife and becomes entangled with his young daughter.

4.The Rag and Bone Shop. A Novel. Robert Cormier--When a young boy is accused of murdering his seven-year-old friend, the interrogator's motives, rather than the suspect's degree of guilt, sways public opinion. Use to lead a discussion regarding the definition of guilt and the fine line between truth and deception.
5. Sea of Memory. Erri DeLuca.-In the 1950s an Italian teenager wrestles with his desire to change recent history. He becomes acquainted with a girl whom he has met on a beach. He realizes that she has survived the Holocaust just as she develops a belief that he shares her dead father's spirit.

6. Perelandra – C.S. Lewis (Dr. Ransom must battle evil in the world of Perelandra, when it is invaded by the Devil's agent.)

7. The Conch Bearer. Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni-Challenges await twelve-year-old Anand, accompanied by a mysterious man and a headstrong street child, whose task is to return a conch shell that possesses mystical power to its home in the Himalayas, hundreds of miles away. The exotic journey draws on the setting of India's culture, is devoted to peacefulness, and affords a glimpse of the lad's growth and maturation in an intriguing and suspenseful adventure.
8. California Time. Finney, ErnestThree families struggle to survive while working on neighboring farms in California's Central Valley in the years leading up to World War II.
9. Murder in the Catherdral. T.S. Eliot. A liturgical drama presenting the politics and betrayal in the assassination of Thomas Beckett in Canterbury Cathedral in 1170 by assassins questionably sent by King Henry II. The play uses unconventional methods to propel the dialogue which is often in poetic form.

10. The Land. Mildred D. Taylor- This novel chronicles the triumphs and life struggles of the son of a white slaveholder and an enslaved African-Indian woman. Set in Mississippi during the late 1800s, the book introduces readers to the grandfather of Cassie Logan, the impassioned hero of Taylor's 1977 Newbery Award winner, ROLL OF THUNDER, HEAR MY CRY.

11. Full Tilt. Neal Shusterman. When sixteen-year-old Blake goes to a mysterious, by-invitation-only supernatural amusement park controlled by Cassandra, he soon learns that much is at stake in meeting the challenge presented. A unique story with suspenseful and exciting twists that shows how someone under pressure finds courage and lives with decisions.
12. Hawkline Monster: A Gothic Western. Brautigan, Richard-This California novelist and poet demonstrates his flexibility as a stylist with this tale recounted in the Gothic tradition in which two professional killers are hired to kill a supposed monster.
13. The King Must Die – Mary Renault (The story of the mythical hero Theseus, slayer of monsters, abductor of princesses and king of Athens. He emerges from these pages as a clearly defined personality; brave, aggressive and quick. The core of the story is Theseus' Cretan adventure.)

*14. Great Expectations – Charles Dickens  (Young Phillip Pirrip's life is shaped by an act of kindness which raises him from poverty to wealth. One of the greatest works of classic literature, this novel is a timeless tale of love, hope and humanity.)

15. The Battle of the Villa Fiorita. Godden, Rumer-When Fanny runs off to northern Italy with a handsome film director, her two children chase after her in an effort to bring her home again.

*16. The Mayor of Castorbridge. Thomas Hardy. Michael Henchard, an unemployed farmhand, gets drunk and sells his wife and baby daughter. Years later when he is the Mayor of Casterbridge, his past returns to haunt him, and he reverts to old behaviors.

17. The House of the Spirits. Allende, Isabel-This epic story of the passionate Trueba family begins at the turn of the twentieth century in South America. This book was published for an adult readership and thus contains mature content. Before handing the text to a child, educators and parents should read the book and know the child.

18. Heat and Dust. Ruth Prawer Jhabvala-Colonialism's effects on Indian culture touch both the early and latter parts of the twentieth century. Feminism, marriage, and traditional values are explored through the lives of a grandmother and her granddaughter.

19. Catch 22. Joseph Heller. A bombardier, based in Italy during World War II, repeatedly tries to avoid flying bombing missions. His colonel, however, tries to get him killed by demanding that he fly more and more missions. This book was published for an adult readership and thus contains mature content. Before handing the text to a child, educators and parents should read the book and know the child.

20. East of Eden. John Steinbeck- Steinbeck tells the saga of three generations of the Trask and Hamilton families in the early 1900s in northern California. Love, lust, greed, and vengeance are explored. California author.
21. Barabbas. Par Lagerkvist-The Nobel Prize-winning Swedish author relates the story of Barabbas, the man whose life was exchanged for that of Jesus of Nazareth, crucified on Golgotha. In this parable Lagerkvist shows humanity's need for and search for belief. The novel portrays a true image of Jerusalem after the crucifixion.

*22. Sense and Sensibility. Jane Austen-In this early novel Jane Austen craftily depicts the manners of the middle- and upper-classes of early nineteenth-century England. Her heroine Elinor represents sense, and her sister Marianne represents sensibility without sense. The depiction of these differences provides the entertainment of the novel in matchmaking and other events.

23. The Tortilla Curtain-Boyle, T. Coraghessan-This novel parallels two couples living in Los Angeles. One couple, an upper-class writer and a realtor, live in a gated community; the other are illegal immigrants from Mexico who live in a ravine down the hill. Both couples provide contrasting views of life in the United States, showing how money divides and defines their existence. The novel portrays human rights violations and adult situations. This book was published for an adult readership and thus contains mature content. Before handing the text to a child, educators and parents should read the book and know the child.

24. The Good Earth. Pearl S. Buck.-The lives of peasants in pre-revolutionary China are portrayed with warmth and accuracy.

25. Remains of the Day. Kazuo Ishiguro-Having faithfully served Lord Darlington for many years, Stevens, an English butler, finds himself in the employ of an American and in the middle of a journey toward self-discovery. Flashbacks and foreshadowing are used throughout.

26. Zorba the Greek Determined to prove that he can live an active life, a bookworm sets out to make his fortune mining coal on Crete. Waiting for his ship to set sail, this narrator sits in a pub and ruminates over memories of a friend who has gone to sea defending Greece from foreign invasion and rescuing countrymen abroad. He and this friend made a pact requiring each to warn the other in case of danger, transmitting a distress signal through their unbreakable bond of friendship. In the pub, the narrator has the unexpected good luck to meet Zorba before setting sail and takes him on as a foreman to oversee the work. The narrator is immediately taken with his new companion and seeks to emulate his passionate, instinctual behavior.
