AP Art History: Chapter Seventeen
Early Renaissance Background and Northern Renaissance Artists
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What conditions made the Renaissance possible?
During the medieval, Romanesque, and Gothic periods the church was the largest patron of the arts. Why does patronage expand? To whom?






Why do guilds and the urban lay public begin to sponsor more art—religious art as well as secular art? What was the purpose?

Who is Petrarch?

What was his argument about the different periods in history?

What is humanism?

When did this term originate?

Why is this term important in connection with the Renaissance? What did historians use this term to help explain?








What is typology? How does typology connect to Tomas Aquinas’s Summa theologica and Scholasticism?




What are the characteristics of the International Style?
What are the characteristics of the Flamboyant Style?






What is the difference between oil painting and tempera painting?

In terms of technique?

In terms of what each medium allows the artist to represent?








Who is Johann Gutenberg?

What radical “invention” did he conceive of in his workshop in Mainz, Germany?

How does this “invention” relate to woodcuts?








Important Artists and Works:

Limbourg Brothers

(Paul, Herman, Jean)


Tres Riches Heures

1413-1416

medium?

significance of?

Claus Sluter

Well of Moses
1395-1406

medium?

significance of?

Melchior Broederlam

Annunciation and Visitation

Presentation in the Temple and Flight into Egypt

1394-1399

medium?

significance of?

Robert Campin
Merode Altarpiece

1425-1428

medium?

significance of?

Hans Memling

Martyrdom of Saint Ursula

1489

medium?

significance of?

Jan van Eyck

The Annunciation

1434-36

medium?

significance of?

Man in a Red Turban

1433

medium?

significance of?

Portrait of Giovanni Arnolfini and His Wife, Giovanna Cenami

1434

medium?

significance of?

Roger van der Weyden

Deposition

1442

medium?

significance of?

Portrait of a Lady

1460

medium?

significance of?

Mary of Burgundy Painter

Page with Mary at her Devotions
Hours of Mary of Burgundy
1482

medium?

significance of?

Martin Schongauer

Temptation of Saint Anthony

1480-1490

medium?

significance of?

Not great literature, but wonderful historical novels that will bring the period of the Renaissance alive!

Tracy Chevalier

The Lady and the Unicorn  (tapestry making in Flanders)
Sarah Dunant

Birth of Venus (Florence in the time of the Medicis)



Sacred Hearts
Gregory Maguire

Confessions of an Ugly Stepsister (Flanders)



Mirror Mirror
Irving Stone

The Agony and the Ecstasy : A Biographical Novel of Michelangelo
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Some Stylistic Characteristics of the Renaissance

· interest in the natural world manifested itself in the detailed observation and recording of nature

· a new interest in individual personalities; emphasis on individuality

· use of multiple types of perspective: linear, visual, and atmospheric

· instead of a “God’s eye view,” the world is perceived in terms of its relation to man (both emotionally and spatially)


