Westerberg, English 5-6 H
THE SCARLET LETTER

Period 3 Study Guide

Directions: Be prepared to respond to four or five of the following prompts. You may mark your books and take notes on this form, but you may not write full responses until the day of the exam.
Application

· Read the article “California tells…” at 
http://news.yahoo.com/blogs/lookout/california-tells-high-school-color-coded-ids-based-140944053.html;_ylc=X3oDMTNuZnJ1aDMzBF9TAzIxNDM2ODQ3NjEEYWN0A21haWxfY2IEY3QDYQRpbnRsA3VzBGxhbmcDZW4tVVMEcGtnA2Q1YWJhYzY1LTIzM2YtM2ViNS04MTI0LWMxYjA4YWU3MTA0NwRzZWMDbWl0X3NoYXJlBHNsawNtYWlsBHRlc3QD;_ylv=3 
According to the article and those interviewed, what are the dangers of a color-coded merit system? How does the decision of Kennedy High School’s administration to implement this program relate to Hawthorne’s message in The Scarlet Letter?
· Read the article “The Scarlet Letter” at http://www2.orlandoweekly.com/features/story.asp?id=13659.
Apply the degree of Jay’s punishment to Hawthorne’s depiction of Puritan values and codes of conduct and punishment. Explain why Jay feels as though he has been branded with a “scarlet letter” and apply this parallel to Hawthorne’s novel.

· Relate Hawthorne’s views on human nature as portrayed in The Scarlet Letter to those portrayed in “Young Goodman Brown”. Explain how the stories serve to promote his views through setting, character, symbol and/or theme. 
Analysis

· Analyze the use of the following symbol ________________.  Cite specific occurrences, how the symbol changes throughout the course of the story, and what thematic statement the symbol might represent.  

· Distinguish the transformation of Dimmesdale’s deportment as he reenters the marketplace (after reuniting with Hester) from his normal behavior. Interpret the reason for this transformation. Cite specific evidence to support your response. 
· In the interactions between Mistress Hibbins and the novel’s main characters (Pearl, Hester, and Dimmesdale), Hibbins offers temptation and talks of the “black man.” How do Hibbins’ conversations with these characters illuminate the stigma placed on eccentrics of society during that era? What does Hibbins represent in this sense?
· Analyze the ways in which Hester is both a symbol of freedom and restraint. 
· Analyze the significance of the fact that Hawthorne decided to bury Hester and Dimmesdale with the Scarlet Letter on their tombstone.
· Compare and contrast Hester’s guilt to Dimmesdale’s guilt. Address why each character feels guilty (Remember the claim Hester makes that “What we did had a consecration of its own. We felt it so! We said so to each other!”) and evaluate who, to you, suffers the most form that guilt. Provide evidence.
· Differentiate Pearl before and after Dimmesdale’s public admittance to his sin. What is the reason for this transformation (Refer to details regarding Pearl and Dimmesdale from earlier in the novel.) and how does it add meaning to the novel? Provide evidence.
Synthesis

· Imagine if the roles were switched and Dimmesdale had to publicly display his sin while Hester kept hers quiet. Based on textual evidence of their personalities, how would each react to their guilt?
· Write a one to two paragraph summary of a version of the novel where Chillingworth enters the town as Mr. Prynne instead of purporting a false name. Invent a new plot that preserves Hawthorne’s message.
Evaluation
· In judging the severity of a crime, one always has to look to see what harm it brought about. If an act did not harm anyone, does anyone have the right to pass judgment and prosecute? In this sense is what Hester and Dimmesdale did deserving of criminal punishment? Beyond that, is what they did it immoral?
· Would you recommend this novel to others? Why or why not?
· Which character in the novel do you consider the most immoral? Justify your response with textual details.
  
