“Drawing the Color Line” Outline (based on A People’s History of the United States)

I. The First Africans in the Americas

a. When were the first Africans brought to North America? (23)

i. Were they slaves? (23)

b. Why were the British settlers in Virginia desperate for labor in the first years of the colony? (24)

i. What kinds of things did they have to eat? (24)

c. Why were the British settlers unable to force Native Americans to work for them? (25)

d. How were white servants brought over to the colonies? (25)

i. How did the indenture system work?

e. Why were African servants “helpless” compared to Native American servants? (26)

f. Were African civilizations inferior to European ones? (26)

i. How were most African civilizations organized economically? (27)

ii. Did slavery exist in Africa before the Europeans came over? (27)

1. Was African slavery similar to European slavery? (27-28)

a. Was African slavery racist? (28)

2. How were Africans enslaved? (28)

a. Where were they brought before they were sold to Europeans? (28)

i. What did Europeans use to purchase African slaves?

3. How were Africans brought over to the Americas? (28)

a. How many Africans died along the way? (29)

i. How many Africans were brought over in total? (29)

g. Were black servants treated the same as white servants? (30)

i. How were black servants and white servants punished if they broke a rule? (30)

ii. How did colonial law deal with inter-racial relationships? (31)

1. What proof does Howard Zinn give that racism is not “natural”? (31)

iii. Why did the system of slavery ultimately take the place of the servant labor system?  (32)

h. What did enslaved Africans do to challenge their enslavement? (32-33)

i. How were they punished if they got caught? (34)

ii. How were enslaved Africans taught to “know their place”?  (35)

iii. How did enslaved Africans rebel in Stono, South Carolina in 1739? (36)

1. What happened to their uprising? (36)

iv. What were white slaveholders more afraid of than a slave rebellion? (37)

1. How did the Virginia Assembly try to prevent this from happening? (37)

