Scarlet Letter – Character Paragraph Portraits for Chapters 1-8
Directions: create paragraph portraits for each of the following characters as you see them at this point in the novel: Hester, Dimmesdale, Chillingworth, and Pearl. Below is an example using the reverend John Wilson. This example was taken from information gathered on pages 62-66. The textual quote comes from page 66. On the other side of this sheet is room to write a paragraph-portrait for each of the novels four main characters. Each paragraph portrait should contain:

	1. a topic sentence
	2. a point
	3. some information

	(a general statement introducing the character) 
	(an observation of some aspect of the character in connection with story)
	(a quote from the text illustrating or supporting the point)

	Reverend John Wilson is a famous clergyman in Boston and a great scholar. 
	He shows little patience with Hester’s loyalty to the father of her baby.
	When Hester refuses to name her fellow sinner, he cries out “transgress not beyond the limits of Heaven’s mercy!”

	4. an explanation
	5. a concluding sentence
	Suggestions:

	(an analysis of the quote explaining how it applies to or supports the point)
	(a statement connecting back to the topic sentence and providing a final thought on the character)
	·Make sure to write solidly constructed sentences that make sense and work well together.

	He is warning Hester that while she may find some mercy among the people of Boston, Heaven’s mercy may soon run out and leave her without the hope of salvation.
	Wilson’s relies on his notoriety as a member of the clergy and his breadth of character to try to break Hester’s will, but ultimately he is unsuccessful.
	·All sentences should work together to produce one controlling idea 

·Keep your portrait concise and avoid drifting off topic.


Here is the finished product:
Reverend John Wilson is a famous clergyman in Boston as well as a great scholar. He shows little patience with Hester’s loyalty to the father of her baby. When Hester refuses to name her fellow sinner, he cries out “transgress not beyond the limits of Heaven’s mercy!” (66). He is warning Hester that while she may be able to find some mercy among the people of Boston, Heaven’s mercy may soon run out and leave her without the hope of salvation. Wilson’s relies on his notoriety as a member of the clergy and his breadth of character to try to break Hester’s will, but ultimately he is unsuccessful.

Here is another example using Governor Bellingham:
Governor Bellingham is the chief magistrate of the colony of Boston. Hester learns that Bellingham, along with others, has been considering plans to take Pearl away from her. “It had reached her ears that there was a design on the part of some of the leading inhabitants, cherishing the more rigid order of principles in religion and government, to deprive her of her child” (96). The colonists are concerned about Pearl’s soul and feel that Hester is ill prepared to raise her according to their Puritanical ideals. Religion and government are very closely intertwined in this society, and Governor Bellingham feels he has a duty to place Pearl in an environment where she will receive a proper religious upbringing.
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Reverend Arthur Dimmesdale:

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Roger Chillingworth:
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Pearl:

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Name ________________________________ Class ____________________ Date ______________________                 
LITERARY ELEMENTS: Irony involves a contrast between what would normally be expected and what actually happens.              
Verbal Irony—when someone says one thing but really means something else.                                                                                Example: “Yet fear not for him! Think not that I shall interfere with Heaven’s own method of retribution.” Chillingworth to Hester .P. 65                                               
Explain the real devices of Chillingworth toward her lover that make this passage ironic.        ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Dramatic Irony—when a character thinks one thing is true and the audience or readers know better.                                                Example: No one knows that Chillingworth is in reality Hester’s husband.                                                                                         Explain, with information you have as a reader, the irony of this passage.      ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Situational Irony—when there is a discrepancy between what is expected to happen, or what is appropriate to happen, and what really does happen.                                                                                                                                                                                                  Example: “Her needle-work was seen on the ruff of the Governor; military men wore it on their scarfs, and the minister on his band.” Explain the discrepancy of the fact that her needlework is worn on these townspeople and why it is ironic.    ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
FOLLOW-UP: Find another example in the novel of one of the three types of irony. Explain what makes it ironic.                     Example: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Explanation: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Find another example in the novel of one of the three types of irony. Explain what makes it ironic.                             

Example: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Explanation: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
